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N. B. We fhall in our next Fourngi give an 
account of a very curious and valuable Book, in- 
titled 

An Effay concerning the Nature of Aliments, 
and the Choice of them, according to the diffe- 
rent Conftitutions of Human Bodies, ec. By ff 

obu Arbuthnot, M. D. Fellow of the College of Ff 
hyficians and of the Royal Society. Printed 
for F. Zonfou in the Strand. 1731. 
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d The following Poem being not only fuita- 
: ble to the prefent Seafon, but one of the 
fineft Defcriptions that can be given of 

the Pleafures the Spting affords us in the 
Country; we have taken as mitch de- 

light in placing this Poetical Drauglit 

| at the Head of our Journal, as feveral 
Ef good Judges have had in perufing and 
| approving of it. We receiv'd it from a 
Perfon of Quality, whais a near Rela- 


APRIL 1731. Q tion 





246 The Prefent State of Art. 25. 


tion of a young Scholar at Weftminfter- 
School, by whom it was drawn. 


Verno tempore Rura juvant. 


Ergratum Soci1, vobis meminiffe placebit, 
Fam Zlacialis Hyves improba preteriit ; 

Improba, nam tantis cruciatibus afficiebat, 
Sepius ut fuerit vita molefta mibi:  \ 

Nunc pro more [uis furiebat [eva Procellis ; 
Monftrabat divas nil nifi fronte Minas. 

Mox totum pluviis voluit def{cendere Coelum, 
Mox Fa precipitem trufit ab Axe Nivem ; 

Tandem {ub duro conftrinxit frigore terram, 
Omnia {ub rigido diriguere gelu. 

Ebeu! tunc animo, quam triftia queque putabam 
Unica forte falus me penes Ignis erat. 

Namque fatebor enim Lonvon vaftiffima Moles 
Non nifi Molis onus, nil nifi Carcer erat ; 

Et quefo poteram quid tunc aut intus & extra 
Meenia captivus ° Compede Vinétus eram 

Sed dic qualis ero fiquidem Vex dulce redivit ? 
Ab! totus gaudens, €9 esto rura petam ; 

Rura petam Soci1, mecum facietis &9 idem, 
Triftibus amotis nos recreare licet. 

Sunt ibt Delitie, Sunt illic Gaudia tanta, 
Sidera quanta Poius, quot Mare, fluctus babet: 

Omnia parturiunt, nova funt, nova temporis ZEtas, 
Et quicquid Senfus pofcit babere Novi ; 

Plantis turget Humus, decorantur floribus Anva, 
Cottis vel minimus, Celpite luscuriat. 

Garrula mille modis variat PHILOMELA querelasy 
Ante Diem volitans, laudat Alauda Devo. 

Impiger Acricora € Glebam Subvertit Aratro, 
Ab/que quidem Curis €3 fine Caufidicis. 
: ; Pp afcit 
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Pafcit Oves Corypon Viridi projectus in antro 
Tunc Rupem petulans forte Capella petit ; 

Is furgit, tenera CarMEN modulatur Avena, 
Vel loca miratur defilientis Aque 

Poft cum Vesper adeft balantes congregat Agnas 
Ubera cum digitis latte rveferta premit. 

Verbo, Vitam agit innocuam nimiumque fiiavemy 
Hunc fortunatum terque quaterque voco. 

S1¢ dum RuRA juvent genialia tempore VERIS 
Quid Muros Spectem multa moratus? Eo. 
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ARTICLE XXVI. 


An Essay on the Vegetation of Plants. 
Being a Continuation of Ant. XVI. of 
the laft Journal. 


Have feen in a Pond that was dried up, the 
Earth begin to be covered with a very {mall 
and flender Grafs, which continued but two or 
three Years, the humidity of the Earth being 
difpofed for fuch produétion ; afterwards there 
came up other, and whereever they made Ditches, 
the Earth that was caft up produced Muftard 
Seed, and there was no Reafon to believe, ot 
even doubt, but that there had been Muftard ly- 
ing in the bottom of the Earth where the Wa- 
ter had been for five or fix Years fucceffively. 
We may then conjecture that there is in the 
Air, in the Water, and in the Earth, an infinity 
of Corpufcles formed in fuch fort that two or 
Q 2 threes 
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three, hooking themfelves together, may give 
beginning to a Plant, and ferve as Seed for it, 
if they find the Earth difpofed for its growing ; 
but it is not credible that this little Compofitum 
of Corpufcles fhould contain all the Branches 
of that Plant, its Leaves, Fruit, and Grains ; 
and much lefs that in thefe Grains are contained, 
in little, all the Branches, Leaves, Flowers, Ec. 
of Plants which will be produced ad infinitum 
afterwards from this firft germination. 

I am confirmed in this Opinion, as alfo that 
all thefe things were not contained in the Seeds, 
by this Experiment. 

I cut off, towards the Month of Anguft, the 
Branches of a common Rofe-tree, and all its 
Leaves, leaving nothing but the little Knots 
which were to produce Rofes in the Spring 
following; but though thefe Knots caft out 
Branches and Leaves in the Month of Septem- 
ber, they produced no Flower; whence it is eafy 
to conclude, that all the Parts of a Plant are not 
always contained in little, within its Seed, fince 
the Rofes of the next Year are not as yet in 
Autumn in the Knots of the Branches which 
ought to fhoot them out ; and that the little 
Principles proper to produce them, muft gather 
themfelves together by little and little during 
the Winter and the beginning of the Spring. 

Befides the Pepins of Apples and Pears pro- 
duce Trees which bear no Fruit, as have no man- 
ner of refemblance with each other; and the 
Grains of the fame Melon produce Plants. of 
Melons, each of which has its Fruits different 
from thofe of the others, tho’ the refpective 
Fruits of every particular Plant be alike; and I 
have been affured that the Pepins of Apples and 
Pears produce Trees which bear fuch Fruit as 
does 
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does not refemble that which produced them : 
Now if thefe Pepins had in them other Pepins 
ad infinitum, the laft would evidently be of the 
fame Nature with the firft, and would not pro- 
duce Fruits different from the firft. 

We may alfo obferve that a Branch which we 
graft is generally three Years before it produces 
any Bloffoms to blow ; whence it follows, that 
the Pores and Fibres of the Tree difpofe them- 
felves by little and little, to filtrate and join to- 
gether the Principles of the Fruit and Bloffom, 
and that the firft Knots have not as yet thefe 
Principles, fince they fhoot out Branches and 
Leaves only. It is then very probable that the 
principal parts of the germination of Plants are 
contained in their Seeds, and that they are di- 
{pofed to form Fibres and Pores proper for the 
filtration and union of certain Principles which 
there pafs as through certain Moulds ; whence 
afterwards are formed other parts, to wit, Fruits, 
Seeds, and the beginnings of the fecond germi- 
nation. 


It is alfo this firft Stru€ture which difpofes 
the firft Principles of Plants to produce their dif- 
ferent Qualities and Virtues; but it is very dif+ 
ficult to determine what are the feparations, fil- 
trations, exa€t mixtures and unions of thefe 
Principles, what are the Pores through which 
they are filtrated, and the Modes of their filtra- 
tions, becaufe thefe things fall not under the 
Senfes, and we have no probable Foundation to 
fupport the Conjectures we would willingly make 
of them ; for which Reafon this laft part of the © 
nature of Plants feems to me the moft diffi- 
cult. 

For the better underftanding of which, I fhall 
firft examine what are the Caufes of the diffe- 
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rent Virtues and Qualities of Plants, and after- 
wards, if we can come to the knowledge of them, 
by Chymiftry, without having made any expe- 
riment concerning them. 


ae he ieee | o 
Of the Caufes of the Virtues of Plants. 


et HE hurtful and poifonous Qualities are 

* more apparent and better known than the 
falutary and nutrimental, but the Caufe of them 
are no le{s obfcure. 

Some Phyficians pretend that hot and cold, 
dry and moift, are the Caufes of the Virtues of 
Plants, according as they participate morf or 
lefs of thefe Qualities ; but this hypothefis ig too 
grofs to be received, fince it would thence fol- 
low that Water, which, according to this Phi- 


lofophy, is the firft cold, would be poifon, as 
well as the Earth by its extreme drynefs; which 
is contrary to Experience. 

There are three things which we may con- 
je€ture to be the Caufes of the poifonous quali- 
ties which are in fome Plants ; 


1. The firft is that thefe Plants have fome 
particular and unknown Principles, which other 
Plants have not, and that thefe Principles not 
entering into the compofition of certain Animals 
caufe them to die, after the fame manner as a 
drop of Water being poured near the Wick of a 
lighted Candle, this Water is thereby attracted, 
which being not poffibly convertible into Flame, 
caufes a difcontinuation and interruption of it, 
whereby it comes to pafs that in a very little time 


the Candle goes out. 
2, The 
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2. The fecond is, that in Plants there is made 
a feparation of fome of the moft fimple Princi- 
ples, like that which the Fire caufes in Saltpetre 
and in Vitriol, when it feparates from them Spi- 
rits or Strong Waters; and thefe feparated Prin- 
ciples may caufe in the Stomach very nigh the 
like Effects to thofe caufed by acid Spirits, which 
are drawn by the force of Fire. Or, 


3. That Plants make fuch exact unions of 
fome of thefe Principles as the Stomach of Ani- 
mals can no longer difunite, in order to form 
other unions proper for their Nourifhment, which 
may give a hurtful quality. 
' Now if we can prove thefe two laft, there is 
no neceflity of receiving the firft; for it is a 
bad method in Phyficks to fuppofe Caufes which 
we do not perceive, when we know others that 
may fuffice. It feems alfo impoffible that there 
fhould be thefe particular Principles in fome 
Plants; for thofe which are poifonous, as Hem- 
lock and Aconite, find their Poifon in the fame 
Earth where the Sugar Cane finds its Sweetnefs, 
and fome other Plants their good Qualities. 
Now, fince Plants take in indifferently every 
thing that is diffolved in the Water which touches 
their Roots, it thence follows that there can be 
no principle thereby attracted by one Plant, 
which ethers do not attract in like manner. You 
may be convinced that Plants fuck in that which 
is hurtful, as well as that which is proper for 
them, by pouring out fome Urine at the bottom 
of a Lettice or Cabbage, for they will wither 


in two or three Hours, efpecially if the weather 
be hot, ) 
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We muft conclude therefore, that they are 
the more or lefs exaét feparations or unions of 
Principles, and their different proportions pro- 
duced by different filtrations and _ divifions 
through Pores of divers Structures, which give 
different qualities to Plants ; and it is eafy to 
prove that thefe Things are fufficient for thefe 
Effects ; and that there needs but a very {mall 
change in the compofition and union of Princi- 
ples to form the moft different Compofita. I know 
feveral Experiments whereon we may found this 
Hypothefis ; I made choice of the following, 
moft part of which are very common, and whence 
you may eafily draw inductions neceffary to per- 
fuade your felf of it. 

Flints have a very thick coverture which ferves 
as a filtre to feparate the inflamable from the 
aqueous humidity which hinders the Fire. Dia- 
monds, and other precious Stones, have alfo cer- 
tain coverings to filtrate their moft pure and 
tranfparent Parts. Metals are formed much af- 
ter the fame manner ; and for this Reafon Plants 
may have different Virtues only by the different 
filtrations of their common Principles. 

If we let new Wine ferment of it felf, it lofes 
all its Sweetnefs in a little time, efpecially if we 
Jeave the Veffels open ; but if we boil it on the 
Fire, immediately after the Grapes are preffed, 
the greateft part of the volatile Principles of the 
Sweetnefs, concentrate and unite with the moft 
fixed parts of the Wine, in fuch fort that the 
Sweetnefs preferves it felf feveral Years. 

Having filled two Bottles of the fame fize 
with new Wine before it had acquired its red- 
nefs, and {topt one of them as clofe as poffible, 
Jeaving the other open, I found that the Wine 
of the latter, after having worked out its froth 
| for 
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for feven or eight Days fucceffively, was foul 
and without any Sweetnefs; and that of the 
former was as clear and limpid as Spring Water, 
and extremely fweet ; and which proceeded ap- 
parently from this,’ that the Wine which was 
not ftopt had let the volatile Parts, whofe union 
with fome other Principles caufes Sweetnefs, 
agitate and rife up; and that at the fame time 
this agitation had hinder’d the grofs Principles 
from falling in Lees to the bottom ; whereas in 
the fealed Bottle thefe fame Spirits remained 
without any confiderable motion, which had 
produced thefe two Effects, of letting the Lees 
fall to the bottom, and preferving the Sweet- 
nefs; and thefe differences, fo great in one and 
the fame fort of Wine, proceeded only from 
this, that the one had been well ftopt up, the 
other not at all. 

When Wine is made it preferves its goodnefs 
a very long while, if the Veffels are well ftopt 
up; but if we let it ftand in a Glafs expofed to 
the Air, it grows eager in a few Hours, though 
it does not fenfibly diminifh in quantity. Now 
the Qualities of Wine and Vinegar are very dif- 
ferent ; Wine is more light than Water, Vine- 
gar more heavy; Wine is very nourifhing, Vi- 
negar makes one lean and is drying; Vinegar 
diffolves Bodies which Wine does not. And all 
thefe different Qualities depend only upon fome 
light and infenfible feparations of that which was 
before united. 

Medlars are harfh but a Day before they are 
{weet, and being fo, are fweet and good to eat, 
though they have not fenfibly diminifhed of their 
webght. 

If the Points of the Nettles were not vifible, 
fome would attribute the little fwellings it ex- 
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254 The Prefent State of Art. 26, 
cites with pain by its touch, to fome occult qua- 
lity, or fome particular Principle which was not 
in other Plants; and yet thefe points very pro- 
bably are nothing elle than a Web or Tiffue of 
the fame Principles which compofe the reft of 
the Nettle. 

The prickings of the White-thorn are often- 
times very dithcult of cure: We may believe 
that this does not proceed from any venemous 
Principle, but becaufe the Points are extremely 
fharp, and {trong enough to wound the Nerves 
and Tendons, which thofe of the Black-thorn 
and of other Plants can very rarely do: It is for 
the very fame Reafon that Wounds made by 
Needles are more dangerous than thofe made by 
Pins; whence we may conclude, that acrimony, 
acidity, bitternefs, fweetnefs, €8c. proceed not 
trom different Principles, but from their more 
or lefs exa¢t mixtures or unions, or from the 
particular Structures and different configurations 
of their Particles. 

It we exactly mingle a certain quantity of 
Charcoal, Saltpetre, and Sulphur, the Compo- 
fition, which we call Gunpowder, produces won- 
derful Effects and of extraordinary force in 
Mines, Canons, and feveral kinds of Wildfire ; 
but if we mix thefe Matters negligently, or if 
the Dofe of each of them be not of the necef- 
fary proportion, they will have no confiderable 
Effect. 

I have feen a certain Water faid to have been 
brought from a Spring near the Rbiwe above 
Cologne, which had a vinous Tafte, and being 
mixed in Wine made it the ftronger ; but if we 
gave it alittle vent, it loft almoft all its Strength 
and Flavour, without any apparent diminution 
of its weight. 
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Bees find their Honey in the bottom of Flow- 
ers, and we may eafily believe they do fo, fince 
when we fuck the bottoms of fome certain 
Flowers, as the Colombine, Clary, Woodbine, 
Trefoile, Jeflamine, €%c, we find in them a {weet 
Liquor, which is there filtrated and colleéted 
together; but if we let Hydromel or Mead, 
which is a Liquor compounded of Water and 
Honey take vent, it grows extremely four, be- 
caufe the temperament of thofe Principles which 
caufe Sweetnefs is changed, and fome of them 
are feparated by evaporation. 

The Root called Maniock in the Antilles 
Iflands, has a poifonous Juice, but if we prefs 
out of it fome part of this Juice, and boil the 
re{t, the Bread that is made of it, which is called 
Caffave, is very good and nourifhing. 

From thefe Experiments it follows, that we 
muft not attribute to any particular Principle in 
a Plant that which caufes Poifon, Purgation, €c. 
but only to the different unions and feparations 
of fome parts of the Principles common to all 
Plants. We may alfo conclude, that thefe dif- 
ferent unions and feparations proceed from the 
inmoft Structure of each Species of Plants; that 
is to fay, from the ranging together of feveral 
little Tubes or Pipes, and as many little Colan- 
ders or Strainers, €c. diverfly figured and difpo- 
fed after fuch a manner as is proper to produce 
all the Effects which ought thence to follow. 

This Hypothefis being received as the moft 
probable, it remains now that we examine what 
Conjectures we may build upon, in order to 
judge wherein a Plant is beneficial or hurtful. 

My Thoughts are, that Obfervations and Ex- 
periments oftentimes repeated can only inftruct 
us herein; and thus I prove it. 
| It 
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It is impoffibie, or extremely difficuit, to per- 
ceive, even with the beft Microfcopes, the dif- 
ferences of the {mall Pores of Plants, and the 
internal filtrations of their Juices; and though 
one could diftinguifh fomething herein, yet 
would it be extremely difficult to divine the 
particular proprieties which muft be produced 
by thefe differences. 

The colours of Flowers, Fruits, €%c. cannot 
give any indication of thefe Proprieties ; for the 
Flowers of Nappel and Aconite are blue, as well 
as thofe of Buglofs and Succory. There are 
Apples and Pears which have a bad Tafte, though 
they have moft lively and moft beautiful Co- 
lours. ‘There are poifonous Fruits which have 
colours like thofe of Cherries and Apricocks ; 
and though the Milkthiftle has in it a white 
Juice as well as the Lettice, there is notwith- 
ftanding a very great difference in their Pro- 
prieties. 

The indications which may be drawn from 
Odours are alfo extremely uncertain. There is 
a Species of Mufhrooms which pleafe the {mell 
and yet are poifonous: The Apples of the Man- 
dragora have an agreeable Odour enough, tho’ 
moft pernicious Qualities. Among feveral Me- 
lons which have equally an agreeable Smell, 
fome have an excellent Tafte, and others are 
flat and infipid. 

Rofemary, Myrtle, Lavender, Wormwood, €9c. 
which have odoriferous Leaves, throw out, in 
the beginning of their refpedtive, Diftillations, 
an Oil which the Chymifts call Effential, whence 
we may conjecture that their odour proceeds 
from their oily and inflamable parts ; but the 
odoriferous Flowers, as the Rofe, Jonquile and 
Pink, accord not at all with this Hypothefis. 


If 
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If we rub between our Fingers the Leaves of 
Baum, they grow more odoriferous, as if their 
ugly and fulphureous perts, which are lefs vo- 
Jatile than watery Vapours, ftood in need of be- 
ing chated to facilitate their evaporation ; but 
the Leaves of a Rofe being thus rubbed lofe their - 
{mell. 

The Musk Cranebill does not fmell till after 
Sun-fet, and it is difficult to give any other Rea- 
fon for it, than that its Odour is produced by 
fome very fubtle and light Particles, which rife 
all alone without any mixture of watery Vapours, 
though the Plant be not heated. 

The Flowers of Myrtle and Wormwood throw 
out armoniac Spirits in the beginning of their 
diftillations ; whereas the greateft part of odori- 
ferous Flowers yield only acid. 

Frankincenfe burnt is of a grateful Odour ; 
burnt Rofes and Wine caft into the Fire, give 
ftinking Vapours. 

From which Experiments it is eafy to con- 
clude, that good or bad Odours proceed fome- 
times from the mixture of two or three particu- 
lar Principles, and at other times from the mix- 
ture of two or three others ; but that thefe dif- 
ferent Combinations cannot be well known, and 
though they were, they would not make us know 
the unions or feparations of the other Principles 
which are the principal virtues of Plants. 

Savours may alfo eafily deceive us. 

Amongft bitter Herbs fome are poifonous, 
others wholefome; there are fome that are equal- 
Jy infipid which have qualities extremely diffe- 
rent; neither can we certainly tell what are the 
Principles which conftitute favours, and confe- 
quently we cannot found upon the Tafte and 
certain 
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certain knowledge of the particular virtues of 
Plants, and of their different proprieties. 

Nor can they be any more Known by the ope- 
rations of Chymiftry ; for we fhall find a great 
many nourifhing Plants, which in their diftilla- 
tions yield Salts, Oils, Spirits, &c. alike in tafte, 
{mell, and other effects with thofe given by Hem- 
lock and Tithymalles. 

Arum which takes one by the Throat, and 
Water-pepper which is fo very biting upon the 
Tongue, yield fixed and volatile Salts, and Spi- 
rits, and Oils very near like thofe of Lettice 
and Purflain which are almoft infipid. 

Wine and Darnel intoxicate, which neither 
Wheat nor Sugar will do, though we may draw 
a burning Spirit from thefe Matters as well as 
from Wine and Darnel. 

Shall we fay that Plants which abound with a 
light and armoniac Spirit will heat ? And that 
thofe which have a great deal of acid Spirit 
cool? That fuch whofe fixed Salt refembles com- 
mon Salt, becaufe it does not trouble diffolved 
fublimate, will have other virtues than thofe 
whofe Salts are drawn from the Lees of burnt 
Wine, which we call Salt of Tartar? But all 
thefe Conjectures are deceitful, for Succory, Let- 
tice, and feveral other Herbs which are cooling, 
difcover not any acid, but a great deal of light 
or armoniack Spirit. 'The Nettle does the fame 


thing, though it be apparently very different ' 


from Lettices and Succories. 

Young growing Plants yield none, or a very, 
{mall quantity of acid Spirit, but a great deal of 
armoniack, even in the beginning of their diftil- 
lation; but being dome to their maturity, and 
ready to dry, they yield a great deal of acid, and 
but a very little armoniack Spirit, unlefs at the end 
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of their diftillation ; and yet we generally make 
no diftinétion between the virtues which they 
have being young, and thofe which they have 
when adult. 

The extra€t of Galls mingled with Eggs ina 
Difh, coagulates them, and makes them look as 
if they were boiled; Spirit of Wine does the 
fame thing, and thefe Matters drefs them as foon 
as if the Difh was put upon a fufficient Fire ; 
Sal Armoniack and Salt of Tartar have contrary 
Effeéts to thofe of Galls and Spirit of Wine, for 
they hinder the Blood from coagulating, if when 
newly drawn from the Veins, we mingle with it 
Water wherein thefe Salts are diffolved ; and we 
cannot fay that in Galls and in Spirit of Wine 
there is no Sal Armoniack, or lixivial Salt ; 
whence it is evident that diftillations cannot 
give us any knowledge of thefe imperceptible 
mixtures and unions, any more than make us 
judge and determine what accident it is which 
makes rotten Wood luminous ; or why Ox dung 
does not heat, and that of Horfes and Sheep, 
which live on the fame Grafs, actually does. 

If we find a difference in the Salts of fome 
Plants after diftillation, this may proceed becaufe 
fome do not retain by an exaét union fome other 
Principles which the Fire could not feparate, or 
that the Fire even made new unions; and thus 
the Fire may take away a noxious quality from 
one Plant, and give the like to another, which 
had nothing of it before ; for fince their virtues 
proceed from the different unions and mixtures 


of fome Principles, and Chymiftry introduces 


new unions and feparations, it may draw Poifon 
from a falutary Plant, and a good Medicine from 
a poifonous one ; but it will never make us know 
what caufes their goodnefs or malignity in their 
natural 
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natural State, and we fhall of neceffity be obliged 
to wait a long while before we fhall be able to 
bring about this Difcovery. We may alfo fay 
that Plants, fuch as they are in their natural 
State, will rather make us acquainted with their 
virtues, than when they are changed by diftil- 
Jation, and we may prove it by the following 
Reafons. 

The Principles of Plants being mixed in the 
Earth, and each of them finding there its cor- 
rective, we do not obferve therein any odour or 
favour, or fcarce any virtue falutary or hurtful ; 
and the deco¢tions of common Earths will do 
no manner of harm to thofe who fhall drink of 
them ; but the particular difpofition of each Plant 
diverfly ranging thefe Principles, caufes to ap-+ 
pear in the Flowers, Bloffoms, and Fruits of 
certain Plants, moft beautiful and modft lively 
Colours, exquifite favours, agreeable odours, 
and in other Plants ill Scents, Bitternefs, €9c. 
which fignal diverfity makes them to be eafily 
diftinguifhed from one another, and fometimes 
give us Conjectures good enough to know their 
goodnefs or malignity ; whereas the action of 
Fire confounds all thefe things, and it is alfo 
difficult to difcern by the Senfes from what Plants 
proceed the Waters, Oils, and other Matters 
drawn from them by diftillation. 

We may likewife doubt whether fome of the 
moft active Principles of Plants, as thofe which 
caufe Poifon, or ferve for the cure of Diftem- 
pers, do not evaporate by the great heat of the 
Furnace through the Retorts and bolt-heads of 
Glafs, fince we obferve that the virtue of mine- 
ral Waters is loft or diminifhed in a few days by 
being carried from one place to another, though 
the Veffels which contain them are fealed up 
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never fo clofe. We may moreover doubt whe- 
ther there does not pafs fome of the Matter of 
the Fire, or that of the Veffels into the Matters 
diftilled. 

If it be faid that the Operations of Chymiftry 
might make us know thofe Plants which have 
in them a greater quantity of certain Principles ; 
I anfwer, we fhall yet find herein a great many 
difficulties: For the various degrees of Fire, the 
age of the Plants, the places where they grow, 
the difference of the Seafons more or le{s rainy, 
the different exactnefs in luting the Veffels in 
which the diftillations are made, their different 
Matters, the different mixture of their Parts 
with the diftilled Matters, the fixation of the 
volatile Salts by the fixed, and the volatilifation 
of the fixed by the volatile, may make a Plant 
which has naturally more fixed or volatile Salt 
than another, fhew lefs of it, and fo of the other 
Principles. 

From all which I conclude that Chymiftry 
cannot give any light in knowing what are the 
Caufes of the particular Effects of any Plant. 

I therefore own my ignorance in this refpeét, 
and that in the refearches which I have made 
of thefe particular Caufes, I have difcovered 
nothing which can fatisfy me, or has the leaft 
appearance of certainty; for which Reafon I 
advife the Learned not to torture themfelves in 
feeking after them either by Chymiftry, or thofe 
Reafonings which might be grounded on the 
common Hypothefis of hot and cold, moift and 
dry, or on that of acid and alkali, €c. but to 
{top only at what the Obfervations and Experi- 
ments of feveral Ages have been able to difco- 
ver herein. It is by this that we know vene- 
mous Plants and the Strength of their Poifon, 
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and how to make choice of thofe which afford 
good aliment, are cooling, diuretick, purga- 
tive, 9c. 

To do then fomething which may be benefi- 
cial to the Publick, we fhould verify by feveral 
new Experiments what the Ancients and Mo- 
derns have faid or written concerning the Pro- 
prieties of Plants, either of every one in parti- 
cular, or of feveral joined together. By this 
means we may be affured of the goodnefs of Me- 
dicines, and make notable progreffes in Phyfick. 
Princes and Republicks fhould caufe it to be pro- 
pofed, and give confiderable Rewards to thofe 
who fhould difcover that fome particular Plant, 
or the mixture of fome, was proper to cure cer- 
tain Diftempers ; provided they made it evident 
by fufficient Experiments, that isto fay, if their 
Remedy cured in a little time two thirds, or 
three parts in four of a great number of fick 
People, it fhould be received for good, and they 
fhould receive the Reward for inftructing the 
Publick how to prepare and apply it. 

I think this the only means to eftablifh fome 
certainty in the knowledge of the particular vir- 
tues of Plants, and that we cannot by any other 
Art or by any reafoning difcover them; and 
that it is alfo dangerous to rely on weak Con- 
jeCtures in thefe Matters. 

“This, Sir, is almoft all that I have been able 
to learn concerning Plants, which probably will 
not fatisfy you; but it is better to know fome- 
thing in dificult Matters, than to be entirely ig- 
norant of them ; and it is alfo a thing of no lit- 
tle importance to be able to defend our felves 
againft things that are falfe, which by their pre- 
vention often hinders us from knowing the truth, 
when accident or reafoning might difcover it. 
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AR TICLE XXXVI. 


An Enquiry into the Revelation of St. JOHN: 
In a Letter fent to the Author of the 
Prefent State of the Republick of Let- 


ters. Being a Continuation of AKT. XIX, 


of the laft ‘fournal, 





por the Character of Caius may not be 
univerfally known, for which Reafon it 
may be proper to give a sketch of ithere. The 
Church was crowded with Men who imitated 
the Stile of the Apofles ; {ome of them who were 
Hereticks, in order to have the better opportu- 
nity of infinuating their Errors ; and the reft, 
upon the pious Pretence that the publifhing of 
devout fictions, with an honeft and fincere in- 
tention, would more ftrongly engage the Vene- 
ration of Chriftians for their Religion. There 
arofe a multitude of fpurious Go/pels, Epiftles, 
Avis, Revelations, and other Chimeras of anci- 
ent Writers, which Impofture brought upon the 
Stage ; and thefe had fo exaétly mimick’d the 
{tile and manner of writing of Authors more an- 
cient than themfelves, that they even impofed up- 

on Men of the greateft Wifdom and Learning. 
However Caius was refolv’d not to be impo- 
fed upon on this occafion, but like a judicious 
Spe€tator at an Opera, who is not fatisfied with 
the bare fight of the Machinery, he went be- 
R 2 hind 
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hind the Scenes in order to examine the feveral 
Springs by which the Artift eluded the Eye. But 
whether it were that Experience had made him 
too diffident, as Eu/ebins thinks; or that he might 
fometimes have been prompted to argue from a 
Spirit of Party, which is but too apt to {way the 
Mind ; he was now become very troublefome 
and importunate in the Difpute. He fo ordered 
matters that he confus’d his Adverfaries by de- 
nying Principles, and cut down every thing that 
clafh'd with his Sentiments, without the leaft 
Ceremony or Diftinétion. There are few an- 
cient Writers but have foifted fome fpurious 
Piece among the Canonical Books of Scripture : 
However Caius did his utmoft to leffen their 
Number. He would not have expos’d himfelf 
to Cenfure, had he only purg’d them ; but then 
he rooted up the Wheat with the Tares. Ashe 
was one Day difputing before Pope S. Zephyri- 
nus againft the Montanifis, who objected to him 
a Paffage out of the Epifie to the Hebrews, he 
had the boldnefs to affert, that it was neither 
written by St.Paul, or Canonical ; and carried 
his Argument fo far, that he not only ftruck 
thofe good Chriftians dumb who little expected 
fuch Pofitions from him, but even infinuated his 
Opinion into the Churches of the Ea, which 
abfolutely rejected it. Is this then the now fo 
much boafted Tradition, of which the Fathers 
of the Church were the faithful Guardians? Some 
who afcrib’d fpurious Pieces to the Apoft/es, and 
others who denied them to be Authors of their 
genuine Produtions. *Tis furprizing that Caius, 
in order to ftrengthen his own Arguments, 
fhould have been reduced to the fatal neceffity 
of excluding the Revelations from the Books of 
Scripture. He needed only have given a “nm 
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ritual fignification to the Millennium, and have 
faid with Caffian, that Ferufalem may be confi- 
der’d in four lights ; ether according to Hifiory, 
for the City of the Jews; according to the alte- 
gorical fignification, for the Church of Chrift ; ac- 
cording to the dvayys (the myftical Senfe) for 
the famous City; or the tpomacyuas, (in a moral 
Senfe) for the Soul of Mav. Thefe were very 
{trong Batteries againft the Ferufalem which 
the Millenarians expected; and {fo much the 
ftronger, inafmuch as a well-wrought allegory, 
or a fimile happily introduc’d, made a greater 
impreffion in that Age than the moft conclufive 
Arguments. After all, he needed only have 
grounded his Objections on the obfcurity of the 
Piece, as we fhall find Denis of Alexandria did 
upon this occafion. 

°*Tis not but he was inclin’d to reje&t the Reve- 
lations, for he had no manner of notion of the 
Millennium ; and in his Book entitled, Of Pro- 
mifes, he anfwer’d the Objections rais’d by Nepos, 
chief of the Millenarians of Zgypt. He was a little 
ftartled at the Revelations, but did not dare to go 
{uch lengths as Caius. However, not willing the 
World fhould think that the AfzZenarians were ig- 
norant how much this piece had been contefted ; 
Some of my * Predeceffors, fays he, have wholly 
rejected it, and coufuted the feveral Chapters 
thereof fingly, and bave fhewn that it was void 
both of Seufe and Reafon; that the Infcription 
(Title) was falfe; that it was uot written by 
St. John, but by Cerinthus, who borrowed his 
great Name purely to ftamp the greater Authority 
on bis wild flights, and other Reafons which we 


* Apud Eufeb. Hiff. Ecclef. Lib. VII. Ch. xxv. 
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have related before. After having open’d in this 
manner, and, as it were, fent out his forlorn 
hope, to refift the firft onfet of the Milenarians 
who attack’d him vigoroufly, and made a very 
powerful otienfive Weapon of the Revelations ; 
he then comes to his own Sentiments on that 
Head, or at leaft what he pretends to be fuch. 
“* As for my part, fays he, I don’t dare to re- 
*¢ jet this Book entirely, efpecially becaufe fe- 
“* veral of my Friends receive it. I look upon 
it as a Piece above my comprehenfion. Ibe- 
lieve it includes a wonderful meaning, but 
tis fuch a meaning as is hidden and myfteri- 
** ous ; for though 1 don’t underftand a fyliable 
°* of it, Iyer have a ftrong fancy that fome 
meaning mutt certainly be couch’d under thefe 
words ; and relying more on Faith than on 
my Judgment, I look upon them as too fub- 
** jime for my Underftanding. Wherefore, I 
“¢ fhan’t prefume to condemn what I don’t un- 
“¢ derftand, but will admire what I cannot com- 
“* prehend. | 
I know not what others will think of thefe 
Reflections of St. Denis, but to {peak my own 
Sentiments, methinks he difcovers more docility 
than judgment, more comp!acency than real con- 
viction. He is dubious, with regard to the Re- 
velations, even at his firft fetting out; after 
which he fets forth the Objections his Predecef- 
fors had raifed ; and what is worfe than all, he 
does not once attempt to anfwer them. After 
fuch a Prelude as this, which feems to have been 
written with fome view, he had no more to do 
but to reject the Revelations openly ; however, 
this he was kept from doing by a certain deco- 
rum, which was, that feveral of his Friends, 
whom 
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whom he was very loth to difoblige, had them 
in great veneration. So much politenefs in this 
Father, was a ftrain above the fimplicity of the 
Age he liv’d in; and notwithftanding he look’d 
upon the Notion of the Mié/lenariaus as very 
dangerous, he yet paid the utmoft deference to 
Nepos ; he efteems him, he honours him; ina 
word, he pays him the higheft compliments that 
flattery could dictate. What lengths would not 
fuch a Man go for his Friends who treated his 
Adverfaries fo refpectfully ? As for my part, fays 
he, I dare not reject this Book entirely, e[pectally 
becaufe feveral of my Friends receive it. Not 
that he quite allows it to be genuine, but he 
does not dare to reject it wholly: *T:s not that 
a frequent perufal of it had let him into all its 
Beauties, fince he frankly owns he did not une 
derftand a Syllable of zt : He thinks that a won- 
derful meaning is couch’d under it, but that 
this meaning is bidden and myfterious: He allows 
more to Faith than to his own Fudgment, or, in 
plain Englifb, to the Faith of his Friends; for 
his own was not difting&t from his Judgment ; 
at leaft this is not the Faith which the Scripture 
calls the fabftance of things boped for, the evi- 
dence of things not feen. 

St. Denis’s Faith was no more than a bare /ur- 
mife : Inevertbele(s (ufpeét, fays he, that there 
is fome meaning couch’d under thefe < words; but I 
look upon them as too fublime for my underftand- 
ing. °Tis true indeed, that this furmife went 
fo far as to create admiration ; fuch an admira- 
tion indeed as was perfectly well adapted to his 
Underftanding: JI admire what I cannot under- 
fiand. . This too was in favour of his Friends ; 
and to ask this Father here how ‘tis poffible for 
R 4 . 
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any onc to admire what he does not underftand, 
would bea little impertinent, fince he himfelt 

difcovers fo much complacency for his Friends. 
But if we enquire of him, who writ the Reve- 
Jations, we fhall find him fomewhat more ex- 
prefs; and tho’ he was not of a very gainfaying 
Temper, yet he tells us, that he could not eafi- 
ly grant that St. %ob was Author of them. He 
even endeavours to prove the contrary, by ma- 
king a kind of contraft between the Writings of 
that Apofi/e and the Revelations, which he afcribes 
to another obn. However, left his Friends 
fhould be difpleafed at his ftriking at their Au- 
thority in this manner, he adds, J neverthele/s 
believe that this John was infpired by the Holy 
Ghof. He obferves that there are feveral Per- 
fons of the fame Name with the Evangelift ; 
and among the reft, fobn, firnam’d Mark, of 
whom mention is made in the Aé#s. However, 
he does not hint at this latter, but another who 
liv’d in Afiz, as well as the Apoffle, and both of 
them at the fame time at Ephefus, where ’tis faid 
their Tombs are feen. Here follow the Reafons 
which he gives to prove that the Apoftle was not 
Author of the Revelations; 1ft, He never fets 
his Name to his Pieces, and always {peaks of 
himfelf in the third Perfon ; whereas the Author 
of the Revelations has prefix’d ‘his Name to 
them, mentions himfelf in the firft Perfon, and 
names himfelf two or three times. 2dly, The 
Go/pei and the Epiftles begin in the fame man- 
ner, we fee the fame Thoughts in both, repeat- 
ed in very near the fame words ; in fine, we ob- 
ferve the fame Stile and the fame Genius ; but 
the Rewelations are quite different, and do not 
agree with thofe Pieces even in one fingle Ex- 
2 preffion. 
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preffion. 3dly, The Apoffie makes no mention 
of his Revelations in his Epiftles. athly, They 
are full of foloecifms and barbarous Expreffions, 
whereas the Works of St. fobm are writ in much 
purer Greek. ‘This is pretty near the fubftance 
of St. Denis’s critique, which is greatly applaud- 
ed by Eufedius and St. Ferom. 

Many Reflections might be drawn from hence, 
were we defirous of writing a Differtation on 
this Subject. People are — agreed, that 
St. ‘Fobu the Apoftle was a Man inipired by God ; 
but how did St. Denis know that the other Fobu 
was {o? Was it from his Miracles’? No one had 
ever mention’d them. Was it from the Book of 
the Revelations ¢ St. Denis owns he did not un- 
derftand them. It cannot be denied but that 
the Go/pel and Epiftles of St. Fobn are writ in a 
purer Stile than that of the Revelations ; we ne- 
verthelefs meet with the fame Expreffions. °Tis 
faid in the Gofpe/, ch. xix ver. 35. And be that 


faw it bare record, &c. And ch. xxi. ver. 24. 


This is the difciple which teftifieth of these 
things, &c. And in Epiftle I. ch. i. ver. 1, 2. 
That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we bave feen with our eyes, &c. 
we bare witne/s to it. We find the fame man- 
ner of certifying in the beginning of the Reve- 
lations: He fent and fignified it by bis Angel unto 
bis fervaut John, who bore record of the word of 
God, and of the tefimony of Fefus Chrift, and of 
all things that be faw; which alfo includes an al- 
lufion to the Word mention’d in the 1ft chapter 
of the Go/pel according to St. fobu. And the 
Revelations not only gave the name of Word to 
Chrift Fefus, but alfo call him the /amb that lov'd 
us, and wafbed us from our fins in bis own Blood ; 
Expreffions 
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Expreffions which are peculiar to St. Zobn, and 
are found both in his Epz/t/es and Go/pels. *Tis 
certain that if the Apofi/e St. Zohn is not Author 
of the Revelations, he was at leaft defirous the 
World fhould think fo. After this, what Opi- 
nion fhall we entertain of his Sincerity ? And 
how was it poffible for St. Dents to believe that 
he was a Man infpired by God? The rafh and 
unthinking Cazus, who look’d upon him as an 
Impoftor, maintain’d his Affertions much better, 
and was much more confiftent with himfelf ; 
and indeed, we find him more fincere than 
St. Denis, who, or I am greatly miftaken, writ 
in this manner purely to contorm with the pre- 
vailing Opinions of his Age. ‘This method 
which St. ‘erom had happily employ’d, refleéted 
no little honour on the Ancients. I no longer 
doubted the ‘f'ruth of what is here afferted, af- 
ter reading the following words of one of his 
Succeffors to the Patriarchate of Alexandria : 
°° St. Denis did not deliver his real Sentiments, 
Cris * St. Athanafius /peaks) he conform’d to 
“¢ Times and Perfons, in the fame manner as a 
‘* skilful Gardener who lops, cuts, plants and 
“° pulls up, according to the quality of the Trees 
©* and the Soil; and his various conduét, as it 
“* fhews him to be an artful Man, makes him at 
the fame time worthy our admiration. He 
writ in conformity with the Times, and what- 
ever is penn’d after this manner, muft not be 
taken ina literal Senfe, nor interpreted ac- 
cording to every one’s caprice or fancy.” 

After this, twou’d, in my Opinion, be ridi- 
culous to difpute any longer with a Man who did 
not {peak as he thought; ’twill be more proper 
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for us to draw fuch an inference from his own 
words, as bears a more immediate relation to 
the prefent Subjeét. He does not dare reject the 
Book of Revelations, particularly becaufe feveral 
of his Friends (mot becaufe all the Churches) 
looked upon them as genuine. If feveral Per- 
fons receiv’d this Book in that Age, this Cir- 
cumftance fhews at the fame time that feveral 
rejected it. The Opinion of fome Perfons in its 
favour is no proof of its being receiv’d in that 
Age as Canonical, fince the Fathers who quote 
it have alfo quoted feveral pieces as dictated by 
the Spirit of God, which are notorioufly fpuri- 
ous. But fince fome who rejected it openly, 

and inthe face of the Churches, were not confi- 
derdas Hereticks, *tis a plain proof that it was 
not yet inferted among the Canonical Books of 
Scripture. A ftronger Proof of all this is the 
Collection entitled, the Apoficlical Canons 3 not 
that they were written by the Apoftles, but be- 
caufe this Code of the ancient Church was writ- 
ten by Perfons who liv’d in the Apoftolick Times ; 
and indeed it anciently bore the Title of aicieut 
Canons, Canons of the Fathers, Ecclefiafitcal Ca- 
nous ; which feveral Titles fe found in feveral 
Manufcripts, as Mr. Cotelicr has obferv’d. Fu/ii- 
nian not only applauds them in the 6th Nov. but 
they are alfo quoted in the Zheodofian Code ; in 
the Council of Confiantinople held Anno 394, and 
even fix or feven times in the firft Council of 
Nice. Moft of them were written in the third 
Century, as Mr. de PAusbe/pine, Bifhop Beve- 
ridge, and Mr. Dz Pin have prov’d; who there- 
fore look’d upon them as a Colleétion of Canons 
of different Councils held before that of Nice. 
We therefore find the Catalogues of the Books 
of the Old and New Yefament in the laft Arti- 
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cle of this Colleétion ; but we don’t fee the Re- 
velations among them: And this is not the Opi- 
nion of one fingle Perfon, but of the whole 
Church in fome meafure, which fpeaks, or at 
Jeaft expreffes its approbation on this occafion. 

There is even this differerence between fuch 
Fathers as receiv’d the Revelations, and thofe 
who rejected them ; that the former barely quoted 
that Book, without once mentioning how they 
came by it, or in what manner it was tranfmit- 
ted to them from St. Fob; they don’t feem to 
entertain the leaft {cruple about it, but look up- 
on poffeffion as a fufficient Title. However, 
this fimplicity of theirs would prepoffefs the 
World in their favour, had it not unluckily been 
the occafion of their looking upon feveral fpuri- 
ous Pieces as genuine. The latter who were 
more upon their guard examine every particular, 
defcend to the moft minute Enquiries, fearch 
into ancient Monuments, compare the feveral 
Scriptures ; and therefore if they have been fo 
unhappy as to deviate from the Lruth, we are 
yet however oblig’d to them, for taking fo much 
pains to prevent their being impofed upon. 

A Circumitance indeed which feems to leffen 
their Authority, is, that they at the fame time 
oppofed the Opinion of the Millennium ; and as 
this notion feem’d chiefly grouaded on the Au- 
thority of the Revelations, we may naturally fup- 
pofe that they rejected the Revelations upon that 
very account; for Party Opinion is apt to carry 
Men to the moft extravagant lengths. We meet 
with too many inftances of this in the Hiftory of 
the Church, and to mention only Caius, did not 
he reject the Epzftle to the Hebrews, upon pre- 
tenceshat it taught the rigid Tenet of the Mon- 
tawifis? However, we muft not carry this Re- 
flection 
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fie€tion too far, left it fhould prejudice thofe who 
receiv 'd the Revelatzous, who themfelves were 
Milenartans, and contequently were oblig’d to 
make honourable mention of a Book whence 
they borrow’d their favourite Tenet on which 
their moft fanguine hopes were grounded. Fu- 


fin Martyr, Irene@us, Tertullian, the moft ancient 


as well as mot illuftrious of all the Fathers, have 
never fpoken with greater Veneration of this 
Book, as was before obferv’d, than on thofe oc- 
cafions where they endeavour’d to eftablifh the 
Millennium. Orzgen only who liv’d later, and 
had hereby an opportunity of acquiring new 
lights, rejected this Opinion, and at the fame 
time receiv'd the Revelations. He was perfeétly 
well skill’d in the myftical Senfe of the Scripture, 
and by this happy Talent he gives an allegorical 
interpretation to all the Books of Scripture, that 
Paffage excepted, which of all others ought to 
be leaft taken ina literal Senfe, I mean Matt. xix. 
ver. 12. where Men are advifed to make them- 
felves Eunuchs: And fince he faw Chrift laden 
with the burden of our fins in the fhe-afs on 
which Balaam rode ; if he difcover’d a myfte- 
rious Senfe in the P/an of the Tabernacle, he 


certainly could not boggle at the Millennium of 
the Revelations. 


Hitherto we have produced our Witneffes and 
their Oppofers, to the middle of the third Cen- 
tury ; let us now endeavour to reconcile their 
contrarieties. St. Metbodus, who clos’d this Cen- 
tury, gave his Teftimony in the 8th Difcourfe 
of his Feaft of the ten Virgins, where St. Thecla 
writes in praife of Virginity. After having laid 
down as a principle the apocalyptical number 
i260, which fhe fhifts and changes a thoufand 
different ways, in order to form numberlefs yer 
tiful 
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tiful Allegories from this juggle : She concludes, 
but after a ftrange manner, that her Companions 
ought to preferve their Chaftity ; and that if 
they don’t refemble the Woman in the Revela- 
Jattons who had brought forth a Child, ’tis their 
Duty to imitate her Courage and Conftancy, in 
order to refift, as fhe did, the attacks of the Ser- 
pent. *Tis plain that Metbodus had a high Opi- 
nion of the Revelations, fince he quotes them 
upon an occafion where one could fo little ex- 
pect to find them mention’d: But as he believ’d 
the Millennium, *tis no wonder, fince all who fa- 
vour’d that Opinion feldom loft fight of the Re- 
velations. 

At length here follows what I was in fearch 
of: I find in the Index to the Bzbliotheque des 
Peres, aCommentary of Viéforznus on the Reve- 
lations, which is the firft Work of the kind. 
There we fhall furely meet with a Preface, Pro- 
legomena, Differtations both on the Book of 
Revelations and its Author; as alfo whether it 
boafted St. fob for its Author; the time, and 
on what occafion it was writ; for what Reafons, 
and on what Defign? Of what ufe a Revelation 
can be that is deliver’d in fuch obfcure and un- 
intelligible terms ; anfwers to the Objections ; 
new illuftrations. How vaftly fatisfa€tory muft 
this be tous! Truth is not ungrateful, but re- 
wards fooner or later thofe who fearch after her. 
I thence therefore immediately turn to the page 
which is pointed out by the Index. The firft 
thing that occurs is a Preface of St. Ferom, in 
which he exclaims againft one of his Friends for 
having engag’d him to enquire after fo trifling 
a Work. 

A bad omen! poflibly his uneafinefs at being 


interrupted might partly have been the occafion 
I of 
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of it. But let us enquire farther: Vi¢forinus, 
fays he * in another place, bad no manner of 
Learning, but be was very defirous of acquiring 
Knowledge. He bas not even the Talent of ex- 
prefing bis Thoughts. Unluckily, the perufal of 
thisCommentary does but too much confirm the 
Judgment which St. ‘Zerom has pafs’d on it. We 
are not fure whether ’tis + Viéforinus who inter- 
prets the Revelations, or the Revelations which 
interpret VéZorinus. We muft not make any 
farther mention of Preliminary Differtations, for 
he fcarce names the Apoftle St. Fob in the Body 
of the Work; he does not even fo, much as feem 
to fufpect that there were any other Perfons of 
the fame Name, fo great is his fimplicity on 
this occafion. In fhort, the firft Man who writ 
a Comment on the Revelations, pafs’d for a ve- 
ry poor genius. This little accident will oblige 
us to fummon our Witneffes with great care, in 
order that if they happen not to be all Perfons of 
any confiderable figure, they may at leaft help 
to increafe the number. 

I fhall therefore be particularly careful not to 
omit Laéfantzus, who tho’ a very eloquent Wri- 
ter, feldom examin’d Matters. He, as well as 
Viétorinus, was a Millenarian ; for the Revelati- 
ous in the Primitive Ages, met with pretty near 
the fame fate as the Miennium. Neverthelefs, 
Laétantius only makes a few bare ‘allufions to 
fome Paffages in that Book; the Reafon of 
which is, becaufe he very feldom quoted the 
Scripture, but calls upon the Sybz/s very often for 
the moft effential Truths of Religion. Zhe Son 


* Epiff. ad Mag. 
+ The Author feems to allude to the waggery of a Stu- 
dent in Leyden, who writ on the back of Cocceizs’s Comment. 


on Job, Fobus in Cocceium. 
of 
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of the great and fupreme God, fays he in his In- 
 ftitutions, foal come to judge both the quick and 
the dead, as the Sybil beareth witne/s ; but when 
he hall have deftroyed all injuftice, have pronounced 
the great Fudgment, and raifed up all the juft 
who bave exifted from the beginning of the World, 
he will live a thoufand years among mankind, and 
will govern them with the ftritteft juftice. And 
in the Epitome, which is, as it were, the very 
Marrow and Subftance of his Inftitutions, he 
fays, * That we cannot doubt of thefe Truths, 
fince they are foretold by Trifmegiftus, by Hy- 
dafpes and the Sybils. ‘This Father is honoured 
with the Epithet of the Chriftian Cicero; but 
when I fee Tully ridiculing the Sybi/s and the 
heathen Divinations, methinks I am reading a 
Chriftian Philofopher: And when I behold 
Laétantius paying fo much honour to the Sybiis, 
and fo little to the Scriptures, I fancy that I am 
perufing a heathen Author. 

As for Methodus, Vi¢torinus and Lattantius, 
they are rank’d by St. Zerom among thofe Fa- 
thers who ufed to write in compliance with the 
modifh Opinions of the Age. But whatever may 
be fuppos’d to have been their belief, they here 
only lay down their private Opinion, which they 
had not even given themfelves the trouble to 
examine. 

Let us hear Eufebins who was Cotemporary 
with thofe Writers, a Man that enquir’d further 
into this matter than any other Perfon; and who 
delivers himfelf not as a Rhetorician, but an 
Hiftorian, who writes on the belief of the Age 
he liv’d in: “ As for the Revelations, t {ays he, 
“© the World is ftill divided in Opinions con- 


* Ch. vill. + Hift. Eccl. Lib, UI. Ch. xxv. 
** cerning 
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cerning them, as I before obferv’d of the an- 
cients in another place, where I quoted their 
own words. And it may be proper to prefent 
the Reader in this place with a Lift of fuch 
Books of the New Zeffament as are Canonical, 
whereof I before made mention. We muft 
then infert the four Go/pels, the Adis of the 
Apofiles, St. Paul's Epiftles, St. Fobn’s ft E- 
piftle, and the rift Epzjtle of St. Peter ; laftly, 
we may, if we will, add the Revelations of 
St. Zohn: However, I fhall omit the Opinion 
which the ancients had of them, but fhall 
mention that Article in its proper place. Thefe 
Books are unanimoufly receiv’d; and here 
follows fuch as are doubted of by fome, and 
receivd as genuine by others. The Epi/tle 
which is afcrib’d to St. Fames, that of St. Fude, 
the fecond of St. Peter, the fecond and third 
of St. Zohn. In fine, continues Eufebius, we 
muft pronounce the following abfolutely fpu- 
rious, viz. the Adfs of St. Pau/, the Book of 
the Paftor, the Revelations of St. Peter, the 
Epiftle of St. Barnabas, and the Inftitutions 
of the Apoftles: ‘To which we may, in cafe it 
be thought proper, add the Revelations of 
St. Fobn, which are rejected by fome as fpu- 
rious, and received by others as genuine.” 

It would have been impoffible for Eu/ebius to 
ve exprefs’d himfelf more clearly on this occa- 


fion, who in another place conjectures that the 


Revelations were written by St. fobn firnam’d 
the Prie/. 


°Tis indeed true that the Arians quote it in 


the third Council of Nice, as we are told by 
St. Athanafius, who was prefent init; but this 


is 


no Argument of its being receiv’d among the 


Danonical Books of Scripture. They alfo quoted, 
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to favour their Opinions, the Book of Hermas, 
which is univerfally allow’d to be uncanonical. 
St. Athanafius himfelt, who fo often levell’d his 
Pen againft them, quotes it but once, and * that 
only by way of reprifal; which Temper and Mo- 
deration of his is fo much the more remarkable, 
as there is not any Book of Scripture that fur- 
nifhes a greater number of Arguments againft 
thefe ancient Hereticks, than this does. 

We meet in Athanafius’s Works with the frag- 
ment of a letter, in which a Catalogue of the 
Books of the O/d and New Zeftament is found, 
at the conclufion whereof we have the Revela- 
tions, to which the following Books are added 
as proper to be read to Catechumens, viz. the 
Doctrine of the Apofiles, and the Vifions of Her- 
nias. Mr. Bafuage obferves, that the Author of 
this Piece is in the number of thofe who doubted, 
for be contents bimfelf with faying, That even 
the Revelations are added to the other Books of 
Scripture. Tho’ this Remark were not very juft, 
*tis however certain that this ancient Writer in 
queftion did not {peak in the name of the whole 
Church, fince he inferts feveral Books in his Ca- 
talogue which Eu/ebius ranks among the doubt- 
ful ones ; and, among others the Epéif/e to the 
Hebrews, which was alfo rejeéted by the Latin 
Churches. 

The celebrated Work entitled the Syuopfis, or 
Epitome of the Scriptures, and which was written 
by a modern Author, if not by St. Athanafins, 
gives us a Catalogue which agrees exactly with 
that betore-mention’d, at the end whereof we 
find the following words: There are alfo the 

Revelations of St. Fobn the Divine, receiv’d and 
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* Orat. IV. contra Arian. 


approv'd, 


ow =™ 











Art. 27. the Republick of Letters. 279 


approv’d, as written by him, by the holy Fa- 
thers who were infpir’d by God. On which 
Paflage Mr. Bafuage has the following words: 
“* This Author was in the number of thofe who 
“© rejected them ; for he fays exprefly, that fome 
“* ancient Authors were of Opinion that St. Fobn — 
“* was Author of that Book ; which fhews pretty 
*° manifeftly, fays our Critick, that he himfelf 
“ did not think fo.” But I muft intreat the 
Reader to fubftitute the Reflection I made in 
the preceding Article in the roomof this. Be- 
fides, in cafe the Author of the Synopfis receives 
the Revelations, as | am entirely perfuaded he 
does, he calls himfelf no more than the humble 
Echo of the Judgments of thofe who preceded 
him ; and his modefty will not give him leave 
to fuffer himfelf to be rank’d among the Autho- 
rities. He pins his Faith wholly on St. Fufin, 
St. Iren@us, and the reft of the holy Fathers, 


_ who, fays he, were iu/pired by God bim/elf; but 
| who neverthelefs were frequently miftaken, and 


even taught very dangerous Tenets; but thefe 
we fhall pafs over in filence, left we fhould be 
accufed of interrupting the Tranquility of the 
Juft, and of feeking for Impieties in their 
Houfe. 


But a Proof that the Revelations were not 


' yet rank’d in the number of the Canonical 
| Books, is the Council of Laodicea, which is the 


firft, at leaft that we hear ot, that drew up the 
Catalogue of the infpired Writings, held about 
the Year 360 by thirty two Afiatic Bifhops, the 
Decrees whereof were inferted in the Code of 
the univerfal Church. The LIX. of thefe De- 
Crees enjoins, that none but the Canonical Books 
of the Old and New Teftament foal be read in the 
Church, And the Decree following prefents us 
S 2 with 
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with the Catalogue thereof from the Book of 
Genefis, to the Epifile of St. Fude ; but as for the 
Revelations they are not once mentioned ; which 
is fomething particular, confidering the Opinion 
which now prevails with regard to that Piece, 
viz. that St. Fobn had committed it to writing 
at the Requeft of the Chriftians of Afia, and had 
left it them as a kind of Legacy, after having 
refided fo many Years among them. Thefe Re- 
velations were even difown’d in the place where 
they were faid to have been written; and pro- 
{crib’d by thofe very-Bifhops of Afia who affum’d 
the Title of Heirs and Succeffors to St. ‘Fobn, 
affembled at Laodicea in the midft of the feven 
Churches to whom the Revelations were direét- 
ed, and of which Church we meet with fo glo- 
rious a eftimony in that very Work. 

The Reader may very poffibly fuppofe, that 
none but the moft incredulous cou’d have pro- 
nounc’d fuch Judgments; St. Au/in gives us in 
one word the Genius and Character of thofe /- 
fiaticks. He fays in his Note on thefe words of 
the Go/pel according to St. Fobu, viz. Lhat this 
Difciple foould not die; that fome Epbefians, who 
were Perfons of great Underftanding, and far 
from taking things upon truft, had affur’d him 
that St. fobn was not dead ; that he had indeed 
been buried in their City, but that he lay in his 
Sepulchre like a Man who is afleep in his Bed ; 
and that the Earth of his Grave was feen to 
heave up and down, in the fame manner as the 
Bed-cloaths are mov'd by the breath of a Man 
who is fleeping. Thefe Men, whom St. Auftin 
defcribes as Perfons who were far from taking 


things upon truft, may yet be affirm’d not tof 
have been very incredulous; and yet their be- 


lief 
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lief did not extend fo far as to look upon the 
Revelations to be a genuine Piece. 

I cannot fay whether the determination of the 
Council of Laodicea reach’d St. Macarius the 
elder, who fpent his Life in the Defarts: He 
neverthelefs quoted a Paffage out of the Reve- 
lations to his Anchorites; and his Authority 
would be fo much the greater, as we are affur’d 
by the Authors of his Age, that he wrote feve- 
ral Miracles. We don’t indeed find in Hiftory 
that he wrought any to confirm the Divinity of 
the Revelations ; but then ’tis faid, that an Of- 
ficer having perceiv’'d Macarius, cried out to 
him from far, Tou are a very happy fet of People 
to impofe upon the World in the manner you do! 
St. Gregory of Niffa was not endued with the 
gift of Miracles, but then his Relations and 
Friends wrought feveral which he publifh’d as 
his own; acircumftance he himfelf relates in 
his Harangue on the Day of his Ordination, 
immediately after having apply’d to the incre- 
dulous the following Paffage in the Revelations ; 
Woud to God you were either bot or cold! S. ba- 
filius his Brother alfo quoted them once ; and 
even Didymus and S. Epbrem, if anv Work of 
this latter be really extant. But, as has been 
more than once obferv’d, the quoting a Book is 
no ways declaring it to be Canonical in the 
name of the Church. The Perfons in queftion 
were Orators, who usd to make apocryphal 
Pieces fubfervient to their purpofes ; and who 
upon this, as on many other occafions, took all 
thofe liberties which are allow’d the Rheto- 
rician. 

It will be more proper to take a view of 
{uch of their Cotemporaries as have treated ex- 
S 3 prefly 
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prefly of the Canon of the Scripture. S. CyriZ 
of Ferujalem enumerates, in his fourth Cate- 
chefis, the Books otf Scripture ; and after men- 
tioning the tour Go/pel/s, the Adts, the feven 
Catholick Epzt/es, the fourteen Epiftles of St. 
Paul, he adds, that all the reft are out of the 
Canon, and are not read in the Churches ; whence 
tis maniteft that the Revelations were not in- 
ferted among the Canonical Books, and confe- 
quently not read in publick. We are told this 
Circumftance by a Patriarch, who cou’d not 
fail of being well acquainted with the Opini- 
on and Prattice of the Churches. St. Gregory 
Nazianzen gives the fame Lift of the Books 
of the New Zeffament, reckoning the four Go- 
fpels, the Acts, St. Paul’s fourtcen LEpifiles, 
one of St. fames, two of St. Peter, three of 
St. Fobn, and concluding with the Epiftle to 
St. ‘Zude; Zhefe, fays he, are the only Pieces 
that are Divine and Authentichk ; as for the 
veft they are Apocrypbal. Were the Revelati- 
ons are again rank’d among the Apocryphal 
Pieces. 

S. Amphilocbus, Bifhop of Iconium, after ha- 
ving given the Catalogue of the Books of Scrip- 
ture, As for the Revelations, fays he, they are 
receivad by fome, but rejected by others who are 
the greater number, * 


* Amph. ad Seleucum. 
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ARTICLE XXVIII. 
Some Hiftorical and Political Obfer- 


Vations. 





§ JR, 


Am perfuaded that if you pleafe to give the 
inclofed Paper a place in your fournal, it 
will be thought both feafonable at the prefent 


Juncture, and entertaining to your Judiciqus 
Readers. 






(CHrifiendom, while in Peace, may be look’d 
upon as one great Commonwealth ; and the 
Law by which the general Tranquillity of this 
Body is preferv’d, are the Treaties of Peace and 
Commerce which are fubfifting and in force. 

Thefe form the Balance of Europe, (as we 
commonly exprefs it) that is, that Balance of 
Power by which the feveral Sovereign Princes 
and States are reftrain’d and kept within the 
Bounds and Limits of thofe Treaties; fuch a 
Balance of Power being well eftablifh’d, it can 
be no longer at the Pleafure of one Prince to 
difturb the Repofe, and endanger the Liberties 
of this part of the World. 

That one vaft Monarchy fhould be made a 
Counterpoife to another, and that the leffer Go- 
vernments fhould be maintain’d in fafety and 
quiet by the jealoufy and fear that each Monar- 
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chy muft and ought to have, if Attempts are 
made by either to aggrandize it felf by uniting 
the leffer Powers to it, is an evident Truth ; in 
this the true Intereft of Europe confifts, becaufe 
it is by this the Balance of Power is maintain’d, 
and by that Balance the Publick Peace of the 
whole. 

Natural Juftice requires this as it directs the 
obfervation of Treaties, and how regardlefs fo- 
ever abfolute Kings may be of the Violation of 
Faith and of Treaties ; yet they all pretend to 
vindicate themfelves by afferting and endeavour- 
ing to prove that they have Right and Juftice 
on their Sides, and upon that appeal to God by 
War ; and upon this Foundation make ufe of 
the Force which Providence, as they alledge, 
has put into their Hands. But this Matter can- 
not be better clear’d, than by giving you a fhort 
Extract of a curious Piece of French Hiftory as 
follows. 


[Mmediately after the Peace of Vervins, which 
was concluded in 1598. between France and 
Spain, Henry the Fourth who had feen his Do- 
minions and his own Family brought to the very 
brink of Ruin, as well through civil as foreign 
Wars, and that all Europe had grievoufly partici- 
pated of that general Conflagration, judged there 
was nothing more worthy his attention, than to 
find out the moft proper means to make the Peace 
durable through Chriftendom, and, if he could, 
perpetual. He faw alfo that the moft ufeful Re- 
gulations and Eftablifhments that he thought of 
forming to make his People happy, depended 
only on the continuance of the Peace, becaufe 
War neceffarily takes up the Application of the 
whole 
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whole Mind, Power, and Riches of Sovereign 
Princes. 

He reafon’d and judged, by what paffes in the 
Germanick Body, that is, with the Empire, and 
in the Article of Religion, that Peace may be 
preferved in a Community, or as we call it a So- 
ciety of Sovereigns, notwith{tanding the diffe- 
rence and oppofition of Religions ; but he look- 
ed upon the great inequality which there was 
between the Powers of Europe, as one of the 
principal Springs of all Wars ; he faw that the 
eafinefs which the ftronger had to opprefs the 
weaker, and to enrich themfelves by their Spoils, 
would always bea great obftacle to the mainte- 
nance of Peace. 

To remedy this inconveniency, it was propo- 
fed to endeavour to render thofe Powers equal ; 
but as this could not be done without taking 
away fome Provinces from the Houfe of Aujtria, 
to ftrengthen fome Princes that were too weak, ’ 
it was concluded to be a Matter very uncertain 
and impra¢ticable to make all Potentates agree 
to this Medium, or that it would coft a great 
deal of Blood and Treafure to bring it about. 
So that I am fully perfuaded he would never have 
made choice of fuch a Remedy. 

He therefore defign’d to form a Society of 
Chriftian Powers, which might eafily remedy 
this inequality of Sovereigns, without taking 
from any one their Dominions and Poffeffions, 
and that they might remedy it without expence 
and effufion of Blood; for to effeét this, no more 
need be done than making ufe of the fame Means 
which the Germanick Body makes ufe of to hin- 
der all forts of Ufurpation of the ftronger over 
the weaker. For it is certain that there are in 
the German Empire fome Sovereign Powers 
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twenty or thirty times ftronger than others in 
their Neighbourhood, and yet the weaker have 
not fail’d to poffefs.in Peace the Sovereignties 
of their Anceftors for the fpace of fix Centuries, 
as weak as they were in comparifon of the others. 

He believed that the principal fource of Wars 
was the want and the being depriv’d of a perpe- 
tual Umpirage, to terminate without War the 
Differences between Sovereigns, whether occa 
fion’d by the limitations or execution of paft 
Treaties, by Injuries and Damages, by Com- 
merce, or in fhort by all the other kinds of re- 
ciprocal Pretenfions; and to {peak the truth, 
this privation, if I may fo exprefs it, of a per- 
manent Umpirage, fufficiently interefted to have 
the Will to make juft Decifions, and fuffici- 
ently powerful to caufe them to be put in Exe- 
cution. 

This Henry the 1Vth thought the true and 
only fource of all Wars ; he was fenfible of the 
neceffity of this permanent Umpirage, and it is 
apparent that he took the firft model of it from 
the Germanick Society, and had brought this 
effential Point to greater Perfection than it is in 
Germany. 

The Duke of Sui/y, fays he, had a great many 
Memoirs written on this projected Union of 
Europe ; but that very unhappily they are not 
come to our Hands: Therefore we want both 
the Motives wherewith he made his Scheme ap- 
proved of by all the Chriftian Princes to whom 
he had communicated it, and the Means which 
he judged moft proper to put it in execution. 

It is of Importance to our Subject to confider 
that Henry the IVth was very fenfible that to 
maintain Peace every one ought to confine all 
his Pretenfions to what he actually at that time 
poffefied ; 
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poffeffed ; he wanted neither lawful Rights nor 
well-grounded Pretenfions to feveral Territories 
in the poffeffion of other Princes; he wanted 
not the Power to do himfelf Juftice by force of 
Arms; neverthelefs, in confideration of the great 
Advantages that he and his Subjects might reap 
from the Society of Chriftian States which he 
was then forming, to render the Peace perpetual, 
he had declared that he would always confine his 
Territories to what he actually poffeffed, and 
confented that immutable Limits fhould be pre 
{cribed him, as well as to the Frontiers of other 
States. 

This Scheme and Defign was to make as it 
were one Commonwealth of all the States of 
Chriftendom, to the pacifick Purpofes which 
were intended: To fubfift in Peace in it felf, 
and throughout all the Dominions whereof it 
fhould be compofed; and that it fhould be agreed 
what Contingent every Dominion was to pay, 
which the Duke of Sudy calls a proportional 
Quota. 

The Project was agreed to by the Queen of 
England in 1601; and the Plan is fomewhat 
more particularly related and in greater order in 
the Hiftory of Heury the Great, written by the 
late Monfieur de Parefixe, Preceptor to the King, 
and Archbifhop of Paris. It is faid that the fa- 
mous Mezeray of the French Academy, affifted 
Monfieur de Parefixe in diftributing Fatts of 
this Hiftory, and the Style of the Narration. 
We find the Plan of this great Projeét at the 
end of that Hiftory, page 561, and thofe that 
follow it in the Duodecimo Edition of Amfterdam 
1661. The things which have appeared the 
moft confiderable in refpeét to our Subject, are 
in the recital which that excellent Hiftorian 
makes 
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makes of them as follows. Henry, fays he, was 
very uneafy that fome private Affairs retarded 
the Execution of the Grand Defign, which he 
had fram’d for preferving the perpetual repofe of 
Chriftendom. 

He promifed the Chriftian Princes that if the 
Chriftian Commonwealth made Conquefts on the 
Turk, to contribute thereto his Contingent, and 
in the mean time to let them all divide fuch 
Conqueft entirely between the other Chriftian 
Princes ; he was contented with what he pof- 
feffed. 

His Project was communicated to the King of 
Poland, andthe Lords of Bobemia, Hungary, and 
Tranfilvania. 

He had alfo a Treaty hereupon made with the 
Pope, who approved and praifed his Underta- 
king, and defired on his part to contribute there- 
to all that was poffibly in his power. 

He defired to unite fo perfeétly all Chriften- 
dom, that it might be but one Body which had 
been, and was called, Zhe Chriftian Common- 
wealth. 

To'‘regulate all Differences which had arifen 
amongft the Confederates, and to end them with- 
out having recourfe to Force or Arms, there was 
eftablifhed an Order and Form to proceed by a 
general Councal or Congre/s compofed of fixty Per- 
fons, four in behalf of each of the fifteen Domi- 
nions, which was fixed in fome City in the cen- 
tre of Europe, as Metz, Nancy, Cologn, or fome 
other; where alfo were created three others in 
three different places of twenty Men each, which 
three were to have reference to the General | 
Council, and which was called, The Senate of 
the Chriftian Commonwealth. We had hopes of 
forming 
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forming this Body in lefs than the {pace of three 
Years. 

In relation to Italy, the Pope, the Venetians, 
and the Duke of Savoy, were well informed of 
the King’s Defign, and were to affift him there- 
in with all their Forces. As for Germany, four 
Electors, the Palatine, thofe of Brandenbourg, 
Cologn, and Mentz, were alfo acquainted with it, 
and defign’d to favour it. 

The Duke of Bavaria, who was not as then 
an Elector, had alfo come into it. 

The King had refolved to renounce all Pre- 
tenfions, and to retain nothing of all what he 
might conquer from the Houfe of Aufiria, that 
he might be elteemed every where, as the De/i- 
werer of Nations, and the Angel of Peace and 
Liberty. 

He took his Meafures, made his Preparations, 
to arrive at this End with all imaginable care for 
the {pace of eight or nine Years fucceffively, that 
is to fay, fince the approbation which Queen 
Elizabeth had given to his Plan in 1601. 

This Defign was fo great, that, as our Au- 
thor declares, it may be faid to have been con- 
ceived by more than human Underftanding ; but 
as fublime as it was, it was not above his Power. 
God only knows what would have been the fuc- 
cefs of it ; we may fay neverthelefs, judging ac- 
cording to appearances, that it muft have been 
happy, for there was not any Prince or State in 
Chriftendom that would not have favour’d it but 
the Houfe of Au/ria. 


quod optanti Divum promittere nemo 
Auderet, volvenda Dies en attulit ultro. 
fEneid ix. 6, 7. 
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ARTICLE XXIX. 


The Travers of John Gulliver, Son to 
Captain Lemuel Gulliver; Tran/lated 
from the French by J. Lockman. Prizt- 
ed for Sam. Harding at the Bible and 
Anchor o# the Pavement in St. Martin’s 
Lane. 1731. 


T were fuperfluous to attempt a farther Cha- 
racter of this Work; the Extract we gave of 
the firft Volume of it, having fufficiently ac- 
quainted the Publick with the Merits of it. 

We now proceed to the fecond Volume, which 
we believe will be no lefs entertaining than the 
former, an agreeable variety running through 
the whole ; “tis written in a ftrong perfpicuous 


Style. One Circumftance which it may not be ~ 


improper to obferve is, that at the fame time 
that the incidents are as delightful as thofe 
of the Adventures of Robinfon Crufoe, the dition 
is infinitely more correct, and the Defcriptions 
no ways tautological ; whereas thofe of Robin- 
fon Crufoe are fo minute that they tire the Rea- 
der, the Author {pending always a page or two 
in the defcription of the moft trifling tool ; not 
to mention the many tedious repetitions in that 
otherwife very agreeable Work. But to return 
to the Travels of Fob Gulliver. The fecond 
Volume begins with the Defcription which 
Captain 
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Captain Harrington gives of his Adventures in 
the Ifland of the Crump-back’d; the Inhabitants 
whereof, as was obferv’d in our former Fournal, 
tho’ fuperlatively ugly and deform’d, do yet 
look upon themfelves as very beautiful. ‘'Thefe 
Crump-backs looking upon Captain Harrington 
as a moft ill-fhap’d hideous Creature ; their burft- 
ing into a Laugh every time they look’d upon 
him, their Reflections upon his imaginary ugli- 
nefs, and the whimfical Incidents which are af- 
terwards related, particularly a Wedding which 
was celebrated in the Houfe where he liv’d, muft 
make this Relation very entertaining to all who 
| delight in Comedy; and concludes with this 
| Moral, Lhat nothing is really deform’d or ridicu- 
lous in it felf; but that whatever appears fo to 
our Eyes, is fingular and uncommon only by com- 
| parifon. 

The Defcription of the different J/lands of 
Terra del Fuego, or the Land of Fire, the Iflands 
of Poets, Geometricians, Philofophers, Mufi- 
cians, and Actors, is another Article worth ta- 
Ring notice of. 

Tis well known, fays our Author, that Terra 
del Fuego was difcover’d in 1520. by the famous 
| Ferdinand Magellan, who took it for a large 

T/land, but Mariners have fince difcover’d that 
this Land does not confift of one fingle Ifland, 
_ but of a confiderable Number, which lie very 
| high, but are little known to this Day. 
| The Inhabitants, if we are to credit the Spa- 
| ntards, are Giants; but other Nations, who have 
gone into the South-Sea thro’ the Streights of 
Magellan, inform us, that thofe Iflands are in- 
habited by People who, tho’ very robuft, are 
but of the ufual Stature ; that they live like fo 
many Beafts, and that tho’ they inhabit a very 
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cold Climate, they yet go naked and dwell in 
the holes of the Mountains. 

During my ftay in this I/and, I one Day faw 
the Natives crowd about the Port, and Embark 
haftily on board a great Number of little Veffels. 
I enquir’d the Reafon of a young Man whofe 
Name was Wanouef, born in that Ifland, of Dutch 
Parents, who gave me the following account. 

You are to Know, fays he, that this Ifland is 
furrounded with feveral others, with whom we 
Trade, and this Trade is of feveral kinds. 

In the Ifland of Foolick fituated five Leagues 
from hence to the North-weft, will fhortly be 
open’d a celebrated Fair, which is kept every 
Year about this time. To give you an Idea of 
the curious Wares which are fold at this famous 
Fair, I muft tell you, 

That the moft confiderable Inhabitants of that 
Tfland are all Poets, who pretend to be infpir’d 
by Heaven: They affirm themfelves to be de- 
{cended from one Hero/om, an illuftrious Poet of 
great Antiquity, the Offspring of the Sun and 
Moon; whofe Celeftial Defcendants, they fay, 
are inceffantly indulg’d the influence of thefe 
two powerful Planets ; They adore this Herofom, 
and pay him a moft folemn Worfhip; like him 
they {pend their whole Lives in writing Verfes 
of every Species, all which they vend ina grand 
manner at the Fair above-mention’d. 

I then ask’d Wanouef whether this Trade were 
advantageous and profitable? Of little Profir, 
fays he, €&8e. 

Don’t the Grandees, fays I, fometimes foment 


great Troubles in the State? Very often, fays 


he; the Government is obnoxious to frequent 


Revolutions, occafion’d by the ambition of the 


Great, 
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Great, who are vain, baughty, jealous, fattious 
and reftle/s, &c. : 

I was, fays Gulliver, pleas’d with thefe and 
other Particulars, and ask’d Wanouef whether 
the Fair of the Ifland which drew {o many Mer- 
chants toit, abounded with Commodities? Yes 
{ays he, of all forts ; one Shop is full of Trage= 
dies, another of Comedies ; here we meet with 
Operas, (the Words I mean) Cantata’s and Pa- 


fiorals ; there Epic Poems; here Satyrs, Epifiles, 


and Elegies ; there Zales, Fables, Epigrams and 
Ballads: Some Shops are {tock’d with every Spe- 
cies of Poetry, from Epie and Tragedy, down to 
the Ballad and Riddle. ‘There are alfo Manu- 
factures of all Prices, but nothing fells fo cheap 
as Spiritual Songs. | 

Have all the Merchants, fays Gulliver, who 
buy thefe feveral Things, a good Market for 
their Wares? That’s as it happens, fays Wanouef. 
As moft of the Buyers who retail out their Goods 
again, are no judges of their value, they are oft- 
en impos’d upon, and oblig’d to fell that for a 
trifle for which they paid a great Price. Be-' 
fides, the Trade thefe Retailers carry on, is not 
very confiderable ; for the Goods they purchafe 
at Foolick Fair are always fearch’d before the 
are fhipp’d for the other Iflands, and (what is 
very grating) aré fometimes confifcated by the 
Infpectors. 

But, fays Gulliver, interrupting Wanowef, are 
there no Orators, Philofopbers, and Geometrict- 
ans inthis Ifland? We formerly, fays the Datch- 
man, {warm’d with them, but they have been 
drove out as fo many difturbers of the Peace, 
becaufe they contemned the Pofterity of Hero- 
fom, ot the Children of the Sun and Moon, tho’ 
they are defcended trom the Earth and Air: 
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Thefe were for ever exclaiming againft Poetry, 
they depreciated the beft Manufactures, and put 
the moft celebrated Artifts upon the fame foot 
with thofe contemptible Caper Merchauts, whofe 
Art, faid they, is equally difficult and unprofi- 
table. 

The Orators are happily retir’d into a very 
fruitful Country, where, neverthelefs, moft of 
them are either overgrown with fat, or reduc’d 
to fo many Skeletons. | 

Eut the Philofophers and Geometriciaus have 
been forc’d to inhabit a dry barren Country, in 
which nothing is found but bitter Fruits, and is 
befides choak’d up with Briars and Brambles. 
"Tis here that the Geometricians {pend the Day 
in drawing Figures on the Sand, and in demon- 
ftrating clearly to one another that one and one 
makes two: And pafs the Night in obferving 
the Celeftial Motions, infomuch that one woud 
think they were fo many inanimate Beings. A 
deep filence reigns throughout the whole Ifland, 
and they meditate fo intenfely on Curves, ob- 
‘tufe Angles, Trapexiums, and other mathematical 
Figures, that one wou’d conclude their Minds 
were moulded into thofe Shapes. 

As for the Philofophers, fome employ them- 
felves in weighing the Afr; others in meafuring 
the feveral degrees of Heat, Cold, Dryne/s and 
Moifture, in comparing two drops of Water, and 

examining whether they are exactly alike; in 
hunting after Definitions, that is, in fupplying 
the place of a Word by feveral others equivalent 
to it. In difputing on the Nature of Exiftence, 


on Infinity, on modal Entities, the origin of 
Thoughts, and fuch like Topics; which they 
look upon as highly worthy the Employment of 


the Human Mind. 
2 They 
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They take a particular Delight in raifing vaft 
Edifices, call’d by them Syftems. Thefe they 
begin at top, and fhave them as well as they 
can till {uch time as the Foundations are laid, 
but very often, while this is doing, the build- 
ing falls to the Ground and buries the Architett 
under its Ruins; fome of them are perpetually 
talking of Vortices and the Materia Subtilis ; 
others about abfolute Accidents and /ubftantial 
Forms ; whence it is that fuch as have had the 
Curiofity to vific our Ifland purely for Inftruéti- 
on, return almoft as ignorant as thofe who ne- 
ver came among us. In fine, this Country is al- 
ways cover’d with a perpetual Suow, the Roads 
are very bad, and Yravelers frequently lofe their 
way in them. 

Tho’ the Inhabitants of Foolick, fays again 
Guliver, would not permit Philofopbers, Ora- 
tors, and Geometriciaus to live among them, I 
prefume they had not the fame antipathy to Mu- 
fictaus, fince their Art bears fuch an affinity to 
Poetry. Muficians, lays Wanouef, don’t live in 
the Poetical Ifand, but inhabit one that lies very 
| near it, where they are fuffer’d to {pend their 
Days in Peace and Tranquillity, provided they 
pay Tribute to the King of Foolick: Their Ifland 
is vaftly agreeable, and no other found is heard 
in it but that of Voices and Inftruments, which 
form a perpetual Concert. 'The Parterres of their 
Country Houfes are fo difpos’d, that they look 
like pieces of Mufick prick’d upon Paper. All 
their Gardens are fo many mufical Compartments, 
where all kinds of Airs are found at fight; fo 
that it may be juftly affirm’d, the Groves, the 
Trees, and Flowers are really Sung in this Coun- 
try. Their Houfes in general are hung with 
Operas, Cantata’s, Interludes and Sonata’s. The 
T 2 People 
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People always fing their words, and the moft 
common trifling things are exprefs’d in Recita- 
tivo. They are fubjeé&t to a Monarch, whofe 
Sceptre is in the fhape of a Cylinder, this he al- 
ways holds in his Hand, and therewith checks 
their flights and whimfical maggots. In fine, 
they are all Vozce or all Ear, infomuch that they 
feem not to make the leaft ufe of their otber 
Senfes, much lefs of the rational Faculties: How- 
ever, we are affur’d they would be very reafon- 
able Creatures, were it poffible for good Sen/e to 
be prick’d down like Mufick. ‘They buy up vaft 
quantities of the Commodities of Foolick Fair,but 
of the very worft fort; but then they have the 
Art of fetting the moft wretched Performances in 
a very advantageous Light. 

Another fort of Men who inhabit an Ifland 
which is not very far diftant from it, follow almoft 
the fame Method, and are no lefs gainers by it; 
the People I mean are P/ayers, a Polite and Ami- 
able fet of Creatures, whofe fole aim is to pleafe. 
They travel into all the Iflands round about them, 
where they build Stages, and fpend their whole 
Lives in {peaking in publick. Their Government 
is far from being regular, and is a kind of Auar- 
chy: We are affur’d that they underftand per- 
feétly the Art of giving Elegance to flat Verfes, 
Strength to lew and trifling Thoughts, Sublimity 
to Rants, and Grace to the moft trite Circum- 
{tances. In a word, I don’t know whether it 
would be poffible for the Inhabitants of Foolick 
to fubfift, did not the Players and Muficians con- 
fame the greateft part of their Commodities. 
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Sequel of the Defcription of Terra del 
Fuego. 


SG Ince I, fays Wanouef, have mentioned thefe 
feveral I//es to you, I muft not omit a very 

famous and wealthy one, ’tis that of PuysrcraNs, 

it produces nothing but Manna, Rhubarb, Caffia, 

Sena, and fuch like Medicinal Plants. 

All the Artificers are either Apothbecaries, or 


makers of Syringes, Incifion-knives, and Lancets. 
Allits Waters are Mineral, fo that the Soil yields 
nothing neceflary to the Suftenance of the Body, 
or the Convenience of Lite. 


However, the People are very Rich, and en- 


joy an affluence of all Things ; as the Inhabitants 


of the other Iflands fancy they want their affi- 
{ftance, they go thither in crowds, and carry 
great Sums of Money along with them, but gene- 
rally return from thence naked and pennilefs, 
in cafe they are able to return, for feveral of 
them die there And indeed their Plains are fo 
many wide extended Church-yards, the Air there- 
of being very dangerous, particularly to Foreiguer', 
notwithftanding the Salubrity of the P/auts. The 
Inhabitants of the Fool/éck affirm there is a fub- 
terraneous Paffage in this Ifland which leads to 
Hell by very fhort Paths, and that the Springs 
of Acheron and Lethe are found in it. 

The Government of this Ifland is like that of 
ancient Rome: The Phyficians who prefide in 
the Adminiftration reprefent the Patrictans ; 
and the Surgeons who compofe the fecond Body 
of the Republick anfwers to the Plebeians ; both 
of them affemble daily in a gloomy Palace hung 
with black Velvet. *Tis here all their Confulta- 
I 3 tions 
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tions are held, but with this difference, that the 
former who compofe the higher Houfe, form 
their ffays and Difcourfes on the living, and 
the latter on the dead. 

Thefe two Bodies hate one another as cordi- 
ally as the Senate and People of Rome us’d to do. 
The former has alfo its Cou/u/s, and the latter its 
Tribunes. ‘The firft are perpetually endeavour- 
ing to humble and deprets the laft, but as thefe 
are more numerous,. and powerfully proteéted 
by the Priefteffes of the Goddefs of Love, who 
is greatly rever’d in this Ifland, they maintain 
their Ground with great vigour, and defy the 
empty Efforts of their Adverfaries, tho’ they at 
the fame time look upon them as their Matters. 

The former finding the latter began to tri- 
umph over them, publifh’d fome Years fince a 
large Volume in Quarto, entitled, Zhe Murthers 
committed by the Surgeons, containing a Lift of 
thofe they either maim’d cr butcher’d during a 
Century. The Surgeons, by way of Repri/al, 
publifh’d a Lift of thofe whom the Phyficians 
had difpatch’d in the courfe of ten Years, which 
we are told {fwell’d to twenty Volumes in Folio on 
a very {mall Letter, with the Signatures of the 
feveral Relations, of thofe they affafinated, in 
the Margin. 

The publication of thofe twenty Volumes oc- 
cafioned by their inteftine Feuds, has prejudic’d 
thein in the Minds of feveral Inhabitants of the 
neighbouring Iflands, who confider them as 
Man-flayers ; however, they ftill maintain their 
Reputation, and People yet confide in them ; the 
Reafon of which is, that the Jove of Life is 
ftronger than a thoufand .drguments or Experi- 
ments; befides the Cure of one fingle Perfon 
obliterates 
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obliterates the Remembrance of a Miilion they 
have fent out of the World. 

After all it muft be confefs’d, that fometimes 
’tis not their fault if a Patient does not recover ; 
however the World is fo partial, that they would 
have them cure every one that comes under 
their Hands, as tho’ Life and Death were abfo- 
lutely in their Power, and it were poffible for 
them to change the Decrees of Fate. 

Befides thefe Surgeons who are for ever re- 
belling again{ft the Phyficians, this Ifland is in- 
fefted by another kind of refractory Mutineers, 
who are equally abhorr’d by both. Thefe are 
your Quacks that practice Phyfick in a fraudulent 
manner, who are treated like our Pedlars that 
fell without a Licenfe ; when thefe are catch’d 
in the faét, their ufual Punifhment is to be forc’d 
to {wallow down all the Aloes, Mercury, and Piks 
that ane found in their Houfes, €8c. 

The Men who contribute chiefly to the 
Wealth of this Ifland, are the Inhabitants of a 
neighbouring one lying Weftward, whofe Go- 
vernment is wholly Hierarchical, that is, entire- 
ly fuperintended by the Priefts of the God Belly, 
call’d in their Language Baratrogulo. ‘This ri- 
diculous Deity is reprefented in his Temple un- 
der a monftrous fhape: ’Tis a fhort Statue, but 
vaftly corpulent and unweildy, whofe prominent 
Belly is four Ells from fide to fide. Its goggle 
Eyes are very large in comparifon of its Head, 
which is narrow, flat, and earlefs ; its Jaw- bones 
appear very wide, and are arm’d with fharp- 
pointed Teeth, and in its Mouth, which is 
made to gape continually by means of a Spring 
conceal’d in the Stomach, is heard a noife made 
by the chattering of the Teeth. 
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The God is feated before a Table, on which 
the Superftitious People are continually placing 
in a moft devout manner, Viands and Dainties 
of all kinds to feed the Priefts of this Temple, 
who boaft a moft delicious corpulency and double 
Chin, and in fhort, are the very Picture of the 
Canons in our Cathedrals. 

One very odd Circumftance is, that they are 
what we call Ventriloguz ; for always when they 
are confulted, they never give their Anfwers by 
the Mouth, but by the Belly. Ina word, they 
are heavy and indolent, and are generally found 
with Victuals betore them: ’Tis here thefe de- 
vout Drones treat of all Affairs relating to Re- 
ligion or Government ; here they frequently 
chaunt the Praifes of the God they worfhip; nor 
are they afham’d to aflert that the God Belly is 
the inventor of all Arts and Sciences, and that 
he firft taught Men to labour, in order to pro- 
cure themfelves the Neceffaries of Life. But 
tho’ they won’t give themfelves the trouble of 
fetting a Pattern to others, they yet earneftly 
exhort the common People to be laborious, and 
difpenfe none but the Rich from working. 

To conclude, the chief Trades that are exer- 
cis'd in this Ifland are all relative to feafting and 
good cheer, and it: abounds with Cooks of all 
forts. The Priefts eleét annually a Doge or 
Dean, who is chofen out of their Chapter: How- 
ever this Dignity is beftow’d on the moft de- 
ferving, and he who eats the greateft quantity 
has the Honour of being elefted, €8c. 

Is it poflible, fays Gulliver, interrupting the 
Dutchman, for thefe indefatigable Eaters and 
Slaves to Senfuality, not to fall a Prey to their 
voracious Appetites? €9c. 
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To prevent, fays Wanouef, their exceflive Cor- 
pulency from throwing them into mortal Dif-, 
eafes, and efpecially Apoplexies, they ufe an ex- 
cellent Prefervative four times a Year, which is 
the getting able Surgeons to take down their 
Fat: Thefe, by flight Incifions in the moft muf- 
culous Parts, by corrofive topical Remedies, by 
repeated Rubbings, and the ufe of a Catholicon, 
diminifh their enormous fize, and thereby dif- 
{penfe them from the dreadful neceffity of being 
abftemious. 

With regard to the Preparation of Purgative 
Remedies, which they are often oblig’d to take, 
to remove the Obftructions and Suffocations with 
which they are opprefs’d, *tis done in fuch a 
manner as no way interferes with their Senfua- 
lity, Manna, Milk-thiftle, and Scammony, or 
Bind-weed, are boil’d in their Broths: ‘They 
have a Cullis of Rhubarb, a Fricaffee of Julips, 
Pigeons cook’d with Sena, Pills tofs’d up in a 
Ragout, a Rump of Beef larded with Cuffia, a 
Shoulder powder’d with Mineral and Vegetable 
Kermes, Sallets made of the Flowers of the 
Peach-tree and Follicle, feafon’d with antimo- 
niz’d Salt, Soluble Tartar, Oil of Vitriol, and 
Vinegar of Squills, Coloquintida, Pies bak’d with 
Quinces, and the Cruft made of Ricinus Vulga- 
v1s, or Indian Pine-nuts; Cheefes and Hams im- 
pregnated with Ep/om Salt, Sal Armoniac and 
Polycrefton ; and laftly, Preferves of Elder, 
Sweet Almonds, and Province Rofes. 

All thefe are fo learnedly prepar’d, and fo 
wonderfully feafon’d by their Cooks, who have 
great skill in Pharmacy, that they are purg’d 
without Knowing it, and perceive it only by 
their ftrong Reachings ; their breaking Wind 
bath ways more frequently than ufual, and their 
copious 
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copious and violent Stools, which they forward 
by a few Dofes of Tobacco. Before they go to 
ref{t they frequently drink a Broth made of Hen- 
bane, Mandrake, and Stramonium ; this throws 
them into a found Sleep, and regales them with 
vifionary Banquets. : 

The VIlth Chapter that was mention’d in our 
firft Extract, and in which Zaifaco explains to 
Gulliver the Laws of Health eftablifh’d among 
the Letali/pons, being an excellent one, we fhat! 
relate to our Readers fome part of it. 

The firft thing, fays Gadiver, Taifaco made 
us obferve, was the Beauty of the Country ; I 
fuppofe, fays he, that the great Cities in Europe 
are rather a contufed heap of Prifons and Dun- 
geons, than a range of Edifices built in a com- 
modious manner. How is it poffible for you to 
be calm and undifturb’d, when you are furround- 
ed with fuch a numberlefs multitude of Men? 
Are you not inceffantly pefter’d with Vifits and 
Affairs, frequently thofe of other Peopie? Me- 
thinks Cities areto Vien as Cages to Birds. The 
Celeftial Fire which animates our Bofoms will 
not be pent up; it pants after the cooling Breeze, 
and embowering Shade; ’tis there it has leifure 
to meditate with freedom, and is more fecure 
from thofe Prejudices which the Paffions fuggeft. 
In large Cities the numberlefs Vices, fo far from 
being palpable, muft infinuate themfelves in all 
places unperceiv’d. ‘There Virtue muft be ob- 
{cur’d, and generally be deftroy’d by deprav’d 
Examples. A Country Life is made up of Ex- 
ercife and Aétion, that which whets the Appe- 
tite, ftrengthens the Body, and makes it more 
robuft, €c. : 

Taifaco then enquir’d into our Laws of Health. 
We, fays Gulliver, anfwer’d, there were none 
eftablifh’d 
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eftablifh’'d among us; and that our Legi/ators 
had never once thought of fearching any Me- 
thod of prolonging our Lives ; {fo far from it, 
that moft of our Laws were calculated to fhorten 
its Period. 

Did then, fays Zaifaco, the Eternal Sovereign 
of the Univerfe indulge you Life that you fhou’d 
make fo bad a ufe of it? Have you no more re- 
gard for this coeleftial Gift? We, fays he, who 
look upon Life as the greateft bleffing, do all 
our Endeavours to prolong it, and to detain the 
Soul as long as poffible in the Body it actually 
animates, for which purpofe we have excellent 
Precepts ; all are comprehended in about four 
or five Articles : 


The firft Law relates to the A4/r we breathe ; 
by this important Article we are exprefly com- 
manded to live in that place, whofe Air agrees 
beft with our Conftitutions, whether it be our 
native Air or not, &8c. 


The fecond Article relates to Food: We are 
commanded not to eat too much, nor to feed 
upon too great a variety ; fince this makes fer- 
mentation more difficult, €c. 


The third Article relates to bodily Exerci(es. 
By our Laws we are commanded to proportion 
our Exercife to the Food we eat, &%c. 





The fourth Article relates to fitting up a Nights, 
and Sleep. 'The Laws forbid our inverting the 
Order which Nature has prefcrib’d, and com- 
mand us to reft in the Night, and work in the 


Day, and to let the proportion between them be 
as three to one, €8c. 
The 
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The fifth Article relates to the irregular im- 
pulfes of the Sou, which are as contrary to 
Health, as moderate bodily exercife is advan- 
tageous to it. To prevent the fatal Effects of 
thefe, we are taught from our infancy to curb 
the Paffions, and fupprefs Se/f-Jove, from which 
they always flow, Gc. 

But you Europeans, fays Taifaco, on the con- 
trary, only oblige your young People to ftudy fe- 
veral Languages, and beftow much more care 
in cultivating their Gevéws, than in moulding 
the Heart, and eradicating the Paffions: Nay, 
you often prejudice their Health by forcing them 
to ftudy immoderately, upon pretence of making 
them imprint deep in their Memories the traces 
of a numberlefs multitude of Words and gram- 
matical Rules, you fhake the tender and deli- 
cate Fibres of the Brain; and when their Memoe 
ry is over-charg’d, it blunts the Imagination 
and weakens the Judgment ; and the Knowledge 
which you generally inftill into their Minds by 
dread, according to the Spanifb Cuftom, cafts 
{uch a damp upon the Mind during the reft of 
their Lives, as quite enervates it. °*Tis not that 
we delpife Learning, but then we apply our 
felves to it with Moderation. A medium is no 
lefs enjoin’d us with regard to the Study of the 
Sciences, than Food; fince too clofe an appli- 
cation to Books extinguifhes the native Heat, 
and interrupts and diverts the Courfe of the ani- 
mal Spirits; whence a dangerous weaknefs and 
dejection arifes, and a kind of Stupor which 
haftens our Diffolution. 

Before we finifh, it will not be improper to 
relate the Admiffion of a new Cerbeliite. 


We 
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We were told, fays Faifaco to Gulliver, that 
a ™ Cerbellite was going to be matriculated. >T was 
affirm’d, that this worthy Profelyte had follicited 
this Honour very earneftly ; it being granted to 
thofe only who fue for it in the moft urgent 
manner. The new Member puff’d up witha 
haughty Modefty, and affuming the Air of a 
rafb Philofopber, advanced into the midft of the 
Affembly, and throwing himfelf at the Feet of 
the Prefident, firft took an Oath to obferve all 
the Statutes of the Soctety, which were reduc’d 
under three Heads, including the whole of hu- 
man Life, viz. Thoughts, Words, and Affions. 

With regard to Thoughts, he promis’d folemn- 
ly, firft, to follow always the firft, and never to 
regard the fecond : The Cerebellites maintaining 
that the fecond Thoughts are not preferrable to 
the firft. 2d/y, Never to think as the reft of 
the World do, but always to hunt after fome- 
thing new, fingular, and bold. 3d/y, Not to 
confider Tafte as a part of the Judgment, buta 
fixth Senfe. 

With refpeét to Words, he promifed, 1/7, To 
{peek much, and for that purpofe to treafure in 
his Memory a great number of Tales and Sto- 
ries, without regarding whether they were {mart 
or trifling. 2d/y, To accuftom himfelf ever not 
to think till immediately after he has fpoke. 
3dly, "To expres himfclf always in a new and 
uncemmon manner. 

With regard to Adtions, he oblig’d himfelf to 
defpife what we call Cuftom, Ufe, Decorum; and 
to prefent the Publick once a Year at leaft with 
fome agreeable Scene, €c. 

* This is a banter upon the French Academy, by the Sta- 


tutes whereof no Perfon is to be admitted into it, without 


firit fuing for the Honour. 
I thank’d 
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I thank’d Faifaco, fays Gulliver, for making 
me fpend the Day fo agreeably, and faid to 
him, that *twas a great pity the Cerebelites in 
England had not fuch Affemblies, and did not 
form a particular Body. That indeed the French, 
a Nation bordering upon our Ifland, had form’d 
a kind of Order or * Regiment of thefe ; but 
then, that they generally enlifted People againft 
their Wills, which was contrary to the Rights 
and Privileges of a People that they had no 
Correfpondence with, and hardly knew one ano- 
ther ; that few of them would take a Jeft, efpe- 
cially if they were Perfons of fome Rank ; and 
that they confider’d the Suffrages and Letters of 
Affociation, with which they were honour’d, as 
fo many perfonal Satires: That however nothing 
cou’d be more ufeful than thofe Letters call’d 
Brevets or Commiffions, fince they might be of 
fervice in checking the ftupid Pride of fome 
French Men, and curbing their mad Sallies; that 
the dread of being malicioufly incorporated in 
this burle{que Regiment, often prevented their 
making themfelves ridiculous in a notorious and 
publick manner ; infomuch that this filly Society 
was to them a School of Wifdom, or rather a Pree 
fervative from Folly. 

This Work concludes with an imaginary Let- 
ter by one Dr. Ferruginer to the Author. This 
learned Phyfician pretends to have perus’d Cte- 
fias, Herodotus, Pliny, Solinus, Pompontus Mela, 
Orofus, Manethon, &c. and the moft celebrated 


* This hints at what the French call the Regiment de /a 
Calotte; an imaginary Regiment in which fuch celebrated 
Writers are enlifted, whofe Pieces were interlarded with 
Bombatt, falfe Thoughts, fc. and is fomething like the 
Grub/reet Journal here, except that the Ca/ottes are in Verfe, 
and are not publifh’d regularly. 


Travellers 
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Travellers of the three laft Centuries, for no 


other purpofe than to prove the Truth of the 
feveral extraordinary incidents Gulliver relates 
in his Travels ; the Learning and Gravity with 
which this is done, makes this Part a fine piece 
of Humour, and is, upon that account, not the 
leaft valuable part of the Work. 
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ARTICLE XxXxX. 


Remains of the late Reverend and Learned 
John Edwards, D. D. fometime Fellow 
of St. John’s College in Cambridge, pre- 
pared for the Prefs before his Death. 
London, Printed by E. Say, and fold by 
Will. Meadows zz Cornhill, B. Motte 
and 'T. Worrall in Fleetftreet, and J. 
Crownfield iz St. Paul’s Church -yard. 
1731. In Octavo, containing 536 pages. 





'H O’ we fhall not undertake to abridge the 
feveral Difcourfes of this learned Author’s, 
yet after having in our laft ‘Journal prefented the 
Publick with the Contents of his Pofthumous 
Works, we fhall now give our Reader a tafte of 
his Acuracy and Learning ; when he recom- 
mends the Writings of the Fathers and ancient 
Doétors of the Chriftian Church, which, he fays, 
are well worth a diligent perufal. 


Becaufe, 
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Becaufe, fays he, of the Hiffory of thofe Times 
contained-in them; becaufe of the Relations of 
Fact which are there regifter’d ; becaufe of the 
Opinions and Sentiments then prevailing amongft 
Chriftians, and the contrary Errors and Herefies 
there recorded ; becaufe of the excellent Morals 
and Rules of Life contained in thofe Writings ; 
becaufe of the noble Flights of Devotion there to 
be found ; becaufe of thefe Writers ufeful Com- 
ments and Gloffes on feveral Places of Scripture ; 
becaufe of their Content and Suffrage about fun- 
dry Articles of Religion; becaufe of their P/ace 
and Dignity in the Church, as fome of them were 
Bithops and publick Inftructors and Paftors; be- 
caufe of their ftrenuous afferting the Chriftian 
Faith againft Fews, and Gentiles, and Hereticks: 
Laftly, even becaufe of the good Greek and La- 
tin in fome of thefe Authors, which cannot but 
be acceptable to the skilful in thofe Languages. 

In all thefe Refpeéts, and on thofe feveral 
Confiderations, the Moderns may receive great 
Advantage from the Writings of the Ancients. 

And if we fpeak of particular Perfons, we 
can’t but take notice of their peculiar and proper 
Excellencies. To pafs by Clement, Hermes, Dio- 
nyfius the Areopagite, Barnabas, Polycarp, and 
even Iguatius, whofe Epiftles are confeffed to be 
interpolated and corrupted. | 

The firft eminent Writers were thefe that fol- 
low: 

Fuftin Martyr, who was a good Hifforian, and 
no lefs skilled in Philofophy both Natara/ and 
Moral ; he had diligently read the Scriptures, 
as appears from his frequent quoting them. — 

Ireneus was a Man of univerfal Knowledge ; 
he had ftudied the Writings of the Ancients, 


and | 
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and more particularly of Plato. He was alfo 
well acquainted with the Opinions of the Here- 


ticks. 


_ Clement of Alexandria was well verfed in the 
Poetry and Philofophy of the Ancients; he has 
learnedly baffled the Pagan Worfbip, and admira- 
bly difplayed the moral Part ot Religion. 

Tertulian is eminent for the fharpne/s of his 
Wit, and the Warmib and Zeal he expreffes 
his Defence of the Chriftian . Mnftitution. 

Minutius Fetix is admir’d for his pagum and 
proper Style, and his {mart expofing of the wid 
Opinions and Practices of the Heatheiis 

Origen was the learned’ft of all the Greek Fas 
thers, and his Induftry and Study were anfwer- 
able to’his extraordinary Parts and Jnvention. 

Cyprian was the moft eloquent of all the La- 
tin Fathers, and he is fam’d tor his exaé# Rules 
of Difcipline and Morality. 

Arnobius {olidly sardinia the ridiculoufne/s and 
abjurdities of the Heathen Religion, and main- 
tains the Credit and Repute not only of Chri/iani- 
ty, but of the Profeffors of it. 

Lattantius is iuftly celebrated for the Purity 
and Exatine/s of his Language, as weil as the ex- 
cellent Matters he has made choice of to embel- 
lith the Ornaments of his Style. 

Eufebius, Bifhop of Ce/area, has render’d his 
Name and Memory immortal by his Books of 
Hiftory and Chronology, of Evangelical Prepara- 
tion, and Demonftration. 

Athanafius’s Writings will ever be in efteem, 
as they are the beft Antidote againft the Pot/on of 
Arianifm. 

Hilary will be valued for the ike Reafon, and 
for the pious Vebemency and matchle/s Freedom of 
his Pen. 


ApP2iL 1731. U Optatus 
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Optatus fhews his Wt and Learning, as well as 
his Zeal againft Schi/m. 

Cyril ot Ferufalem is approved of for the plain- 
ne/s and fimplicity both of his Matter and Style. 

Bafil the Great excells even the beft Greek 
Rhetoricians ; he is clear, pure, unaffetted, yet 
fublime and lofty, and every where Learned: He 
fhews himfelf a Divine, Philofopber and Orator. 

Gregory Nazianzen was another Writer that 
was celebrated for his Rbetorick, and no lefs for 
the Lheological Acquirements, with refpe& to 
which latter, he gained the Name of the Divine. 

Gregory Nyffex wasa very florid Speaker, and 
had a good Gift in Alegorizing, and giving 
myftical Reafons of Things. 

Ambrofe is grave and ferious, and noted for his 
conftant ftrain of Péety. 

Chryfoftom, or Fobn of Conftautinople, Cas St.Fe- | 
rom, St. Auguftine, and Tbeodoret always call him, 
and none of the Ancients call him by any other 
Name) is applauded by all Readers for his ea/y 
and flowing Style; his natural and unaffe€ted 
Elocution, and his excellent Art of applying him- 
felf agreeably to his Auditors. 

JFerom was the Learnedf of all the Latin Fa- 
thers ; his Writings are fraught with al fort ef 
Learning, and he artfully, as it were, forces us 
to attend to what he fays. | 

Auguftine is admir’d by all Men for his great 
Reach in all Theological Points and Controverfies, ¥ 
for his Ardour in Devotion, and for the praéfical F 
part of Religion which he has cultivated. 

Thus thefe great Men were, in their feveral 
ways, ufeful to the Church of Chrift ; and there F . 
are others, as 

Cyril of Alexandria, Bafil of Seleucia, Nova- 
tian, Theophilus Antiochenus, Ruffinus, Africanus, 

: Socrates, f 
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Socrates, Sozomen, Iftdorus Pelufiota, Gaudentins, 
Fulgentius, Pvrofper, Saivien, Caffian, Ifidorus 
Hifpalenfis, Sulpitzus Severus, Macarius Oecume- 
nius, Theophylatt, Bede, who juftly merit Re- 
fpe& and Honour from us. 

Further, as we have this dearned Author’s Works 
now in our Hands, we cannot omit a hort Pa/- 
fage in his Difcourfe of Non-Refiftance and Pa/~ 
five~Obedience, where he fays : 

““ Let us take a fhort view of the excellent 
*¢ Nature of the Conftitution of the Government 
“ of Great Britain ; it is a mixed Government ; 
“ for here is, 

“¢ Monarchy, the firft and beft Form of ruling 
“ the Peeple according to the Judgment of 
*¢ Plato and Ariftotle. 

“* Here is Ariffocracy, that is, the Nobles and 
“ chief of the Nation, have a fhare in the Go-: 
** yvernment ; which was approv’d of by Mo/es, 


_ © and by the moft eminent Lawgivers of Greece, 
| © as Lycurgus and Solon. 


“* Here is Democracy, that is, a popular State, 
wherein the common People rule by their 
** Reprefentatives ; all our Laws are made by 
** the common -confent, as in the famous Com- 
“* monwealths of Athens and Rome. 

“¢ The Britifo Government is made up of all 
“ thefe, and refembles that of the wife Lacede- 
“* monians, which was 4 mixture of King, Novi-~ 
“ jity and Populace, for the Epbort was chofen 
“* out of the laft. This is the Nature of our 
** Government, and is certainly more eligible 


*© ment. 


| ™ Here the Excellencies of all the individual 
Models of ruling meet together and confpire, 
U2 : the 
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“S the Prerogative of Kings, the Dignity of No- 
<¢ bles, the Privilege of the People. 

Sir Fobn Forte/cue, who was Lord Chief Juftice 
of England, and afterwards Chancellor in King 
Henry the VIth’s Reign, writ an excellent 
* Book to this purpofe, wherein he gives us an 
admirable Defcription of the Engli/bh Conftitution 
and Laws, to which I refer the Reader ; but fhall 
only tell him what is the Subftance of that which 
he largely infifts upon, namely, 

The King of England governs bis People by po- 
litick Power, which is a mixed Power, and there- 

ore be cannot make bis Will bis Law ; be cannot 
alter the Laws of the Kingdom as he pleafes, be- 
caufe bis Power is mixed and limited. 


ARTICLE XXXL 


A Discourse concerning the Ettablifhed Re- 


ligion, Abride’d. Printed in 1673. 


F we prefent the Reader with the following 
Piece, *tis becaufe it has been ufual in this 
Journal, as well as all others of the fame kind, 
to give fometimes an account of Books which 
are excellently Good, and become very {carce. 
Accordingly, the Author of this excellent Trea- 
tife, Dr. William Lloyd, \ate Bifbop of Worcefter, 
by feveral Reafons fhews the Neceffity of main- 
taining the Eftablifh’d Religion in oppofition to 
Popery. 

* De Laudidus Legum Avslia. 


Firft, 
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Firft, He argues from the Excellency of our 
Church, as to its Principles, Sacraments, Suc 
ceffion of our Bifbops, Difcipline according to the 
Scripture Rule and the Primitive Fathers, as far 
as the Loofenefs and Depravity of this Age will. 
bear. 

2dly, He proceeds to demonftrate the Errors, 
Superjtition, and Idolatry of the Church of Rome. 

3dly, He proves that Popery defiroys, or at leaft 
very much weakens the Prerogative of the Crown, 
by the Pope’s claiming the Power of excommu- 
nicating and depofing Kings : ‘This was apparent 
trom the Struggles our Anceftors had againft the 
Incroachments of the See of Rome. And.from 
hence it is that the Laws, in Matters Ecclefiafti- 
cal, made even by the ancient Papifis many hune 
dred Years fince, contain moft of the cleareft au- 
thoritative Declarations that are extant in any 
Records of the Rights of the Engli/b Nation, of 
the Form and Conftitution of our Government, of 
the Prerogative of the Crown, and the Rights 
and Liberties of the Subjeé#. 

4thly, To this our Author fubjoins fome Re- 
marks on the zujufiice of putting whole Nations 
under an InterditZ, as has been formerly done, 
and enlarges upon the Miferies which have been 
the Confequences of fuch Interdié#s, and of the 
Exercife of the Inquifition. 

sthly, The Laws of the Land likewife, in cafe 
of Popery, muft truckle under the Canon Law, 
and occafional Bul/s of his Holine/s, and Legau- 
tine Commi ffions. 

6thly, He fhews that Popery makes the Proper- 
ty in our Effates precarious and dependant, and 
that there are juft Grounds to apprehend: that 
pe wou'd be Al¢s of Refumption of Church 

ands. 
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He fays, that altho’ the Confent of the Pope 
was obtain’d in the firft and fecond of Philip and 
Mary, yet thefe Grants will be interpreced only 
a bare permiffion, and that conditional, in order 
to the Reclaiming an Heretical Kingdom, which 
not being accepted of, they will not be thought 
obligatory. 

A very accurate Author takes notice, that the 
Church Lands in England as taken by a Record 
the fourth of Richard the fecond, 138%, were 
valued at one third Part of the Kingdom. 

He makes an Ob/ervation, that the Papifts 
abroad have alledg’d the firft Claim to Church 
Lands in England, trem Acts of Parliament, ap- 
pears not to be full and peremptory. ‘The words 
in the Aét of the firft Suppreffion in the 24th of 
Hen. VIII. not feeming to extend to an Aliena- 
tion to common and fecular Ufes, but to have 
them vefted in the King in Yruft. See that Stae 
tute. And the fecond A& for Suppreffion of Re- 
ligious Houfes in the 3 1 ft of Hen. VAIL. fuppofes, 
and is built upon Alienations legally made by 
the refpective Religious Houfes and Corporati- 
ons. See the words of the Statute, Chap. 14. 

nthly, ‘The Author goes on to prove, that the 
Errors of the Roman Catholicks are deftructive to 
Trade, and by Confequence muft leffen the value 
of Lands and Rents, and this upon many Rea- 
fons ; and indeed we may obferve, that Trade in 
England began to flourifh towards the latter end 
of Queen Elivabeth’s Reign; for it was fo little 
regarded before, that till that time unwronght 
Hoel was allow’d to be tranfported. 

As a Confequence of the Improvements of 
Land, and Enlargement of ‘Trade fince that 
Reign, we find there have been no Dearths of 
Carn, or Famines, as had been formerly in me: 

| Jana ; 
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land ; which may proceed, under the good Pro- 
vidence of God, from the different and various 
forts of Lands that are now converted to Tillage, 
and frem the conveniency of diftributing Grain 
and Corn into all Parts ot England almoft equal- 
ly, by the benefit of Trade and Navigation. 

8tbly, Our Author in the next place proceeds 
to fhew,. that under Popery there muft be not on- 
ly Lucrum ceffans, but allo Damnum emergens, as 
the Civilians term it; for while Trade decays, 
and the value of Land finks on the one hand, 
on the other it will be found, that great Sums 
of Money-will be yearly wrung out of the Purfes 
of private Perfons and fent to Rome. 

Every Country abroad under the Pope’s Reli- 
gion, is an Inftance of this, and particularly 
France, from whence there is drawn, by manifold 
Methods, vaft Sums of Money, and remitted 
annually to Rome; and from thefe Payments 
there is no Exemption, let the Country be in 
never fo bad a State as to Poverty and want of 
Money. | 

gthly; He enlarges upon the Zyranny of Auri- 
cilar Confeffions, and the many Inconveniences 
that follow from the Celibacy of their Clergy ; 
among others, that the Expreffion of Fils de Pré- 
tre, is proverbial for a Baftard in Popifh Coun- 
tries; and tho’ our Author does not do it, yet 
we can’t omit obferving, that Auricular Con- 
feflion gives the Romzfb Clergy a great advantage 
in gaining Women, and by their Celibacy they 
are, without doubt, the better qualified to make 
the beft of that advantage. Ina word, it is 
evident to a Demonftration, that all the Errors 
of Popery are founded upon the Defign of ex- 
tending Powef, increafing Riches to the Church 
and Clergy, and procuring Pleafure. 

: U 4 We 
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We may therefore well conclude, with our 
learned Author, that Popery is to be kept out ; 
if we have any defire to hold the Freedom of our 
Country, and the Liberty of our Confciences ; any 
concern tor the Vertue and Honour of our Families, 
any care of our Eftates ; and laftly, as he fays, 
out of Se/f-prefervation, and to efcape Mafla- 
cres, and the utmoft rage of Perfecution. . 

And this our Author afferts, before a zeigh- 
bouring Prince had driven out of their Country 
near a Million of his Subjeéts, who deferv’d no 
ill at his Hands, only becaufe they were not of 
his Religion. 

And this where the bloody Tribunal of the 
Holy Inquifition, as they call it, was not fet up. 
Human Sacrifices are juftly look’d upon as a re- 
proach to Haman Nature, and to the Reafon of 
Mankind: But methinks the IJnquifition in the 
Popifh Countries, if we make a right Judgment 
of Things, is equally as monftrous, cruel, bar- 
barous, and contrary to the Diétates of our na- 
tural Lights, as facrificing Men or Children was 
among the feathen. 
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in a little time finifh his Latin Hiftory concern- 

ing the Affairs of his own Nation. ‘This Work 

will be more compleat than any yet extant, and 

well receiv’'d in the World, 
VENICE. 

E have here lately publifh’d a very fine 

Work under the following Title; Fanel- 

ly (France{co) Atene Attica defcritta da {uoi Prin- 

cipit fino al? acquifio fatto dall’ Armi Venete nel 

168%, colla Relazione de [uot Re Prencipi Ar- 

conti, eTiranni, {uot Magiftrati, configli ed Areo- 

pago, {uoi progreff nelle Scienze e nell’ Arti, Az- 

ziont de {uot Citadini in Pace ed in Querra, Vite 
torie perdite, &c. 

MANTOUA. 

E have likewife publifh’d in this City, 

Hiftoria Diplomatica (Maffei Scipione) 

che ferve @ Introduzione all’ Arte Critica in tal Ma- 
terie. 4to. con fig. 

ROME. 

JDAfcoli Aleffandro has lately oblig’d the Publick 

with two Books of his own making ; their 

Title is as follows ; Della Natura de i noftri Pen- 

fieri, &§ della maniera, con cui fi efprimono, &c. 

Ejufdem del Moto che, ne’ 2 mobili Si rifonde per 


ampulfo efteriore Trattato Fif:co-Mathematico, 4to. 


con fig. 
LONDON. 

Noble Monument to the Memory of the 
Great Sir Ifaac Newton, defign’d by 
Mr. Kent, and carv’d by that excellent Sculptor 
Mr. Riesbrach, being now open’d in Weftminfter 
Abbey, we prefume that the following defcription 
of it will be as acceptable to all Foreigners, as it 

has already been to his own Countrymen. 
On a Pedeftal is plac’d a Sarcophagus Cor Stone 
Coffin) upon the front of which are Boys in 
I Baffc- 
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Baffo-relievo, with Inftruments in their Hands, 
denoting his feveral Difcoveries, viz. one with 
a Prifm, on which principally his admirable Book 
of Weight and Colours is founded ; another with 
a reflecting Telefcope, whofe great Advantages 
are now fo well known; another Boy is weigh- 
ing the Sun and Planets witha Stilliard, the Sun 
being near the centre on one fide, and the Pla- 
nets on the other, alluding to a celebrated Pro- 
pofition in his Principia ; another is bufy about 
a Furnace, and two others (near him) are loaded 
with Money as newly coined, intimating his Of- 
fice in the Mint. On the Sarcopbagus his own 
Figure is placed in a combent pofture, his Elbow 
refting on the feveral incomparable Books written 
by him ; two Boys ftand before him with a Scroll, 
on which is drawn a remarkable Diagram relating 
to the Solar Syftem, and over that a converging 
Series, an Invention which fhews the utmoft 
ftretch of human Underftanding. Behind the Sar- 
copbagus isa Pyramid ; from the middle of it a 
Globe arifes in Mezzo Relievo, on which feveral 
Conftellations are drawn, in order to fhew the 
Path of the Comet in 1681, whofe Period he has 
with the greateft Sagacity determin’d; and alfo 
the Pofition of the folftitial Colure, mention’d 
by Hipparchus, by which Cin his Chronology) he 
has fix’d the time of the Argonautic Expedition. 
On the Globe fits the Figure of Aftronomy weep- 
ing, with a Sceptre in her Hand, (as Queen of 
the Sciences) and a Star over her Head on the 
Pyramid. 

The Epitaph infcrib’d on his Monument is as 
follows : 

Pe ae 
Isaacus Newton Egues auratus 

Qi animt vi-prope Divina, 
Planetarum motus Figuras, Co- 
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Cometarum Semitas, Oceanique eftus, 
Sua Mathefi facem preferente, 
Primus demonftravit, 

Radiorum Lucis diffimilitudines, 

Colorumque inde uafcentium Proprietates, 

Quas nemo ante Sufpicatas erat, perveftigavit. 
Nature, Antiquitatis, S. Scriptura, 
Sedulus, Sagax, fidus lnterpres, 

Dei O. M. Majeftatem Philofophia aperuit, 

Evangelii fimplicitatem moribus expreffit. 
Sibi gratulentur Mortales, 

Tale tantumque excitiffe 
Humant Generis Decvs. 
Nat xxv. DEC. A.D. M.DCLIL. Obiit MAR. XK. M.DCCXXVIL 

The following beautiful Epitaph was offer’d 

by a Poet, who.cenfur’d the Latin Infcription 
above, as entering into too great a detail. 

Born 25 Dec. 1642. Dead 20 Mar. 1726. 

Sir Isaac NewTown. [ fear, 
More than his Name were lefs—’T wou'd feem to 
He, who increas’d Heav'ns Fame, coud want it 

bere; - 

Yet—when the Sans be lighted up, fhall fade, 
And all the Worlds he found, are firft decay’d ; 
Then void and wafte Eternity fhall lie: 
And Zime, and Newton’s Name, together die! 

The following admirable one was writ by 

Mr. Pope. 
Isaacus NewTowius 
Quem immortalem 
Teftantur ; Tempus, Natura, Coelum ; 
Mortalem 
Hoc Marmor fatetur. 

All Nature, and its Laws lay bid in Night ; 

God faid, let Newton be, and all was Light. 

Another Epitaph by that excellent Genius 

Dean Swift, being very remarkable, we have 
3 thought 
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thought proper to infert it. Tis plac’d over the 
Vault where the Body of that great General 
Duke Schomberg lies. 
Hic infra 
Sttum eft corpus 
FREDERICYA 
Ducis de Schomberg, 
Ad Bubindam 
Occidi, 

A. D. 1690. 

Decanus €8 Capitulum, maximopere etiam atqs 
etiam petierunt, ut Haredes Ducis in Memoriam 
Parentis, Monumentuns quantumvis Exile, erigi 
curarent. Sed pofiguam, per Epiftolas, per Amicos 
din ac fepe orando nil profeccre, bunc Lapidem, 
indiguabundi pofuerunt, Saltem ut Scias bofpes 
guantilla in Celuta, tanti Dutioris Cineres, in Op- 
probrium Heredum, delitefcunt. Plus valuit Vir- 
tutis Fama apuad alienos quam Sauguinis proximi« 
tas apud fuos. A.D. 4731. 

Tranflated thus, 

Here underneath lieth the Body of Frederick 
Duke of Schomberg, who was flain at the Boyn 
in the Year 1690. 

The Dean and Chapter of St. Patrick did moft 
earneftly over and over again requeft, that the 
Heirs of the Duke wou’d be pleas’d to erect a 
Monument, however plain and f{mall, to his Me- 
mory; but when by long and frequent Solicitati- 
ons, both by Letters and by Friends, they found 
nothing cou’d be obtain’d, grieved for the Indig- 
nity offered to the Memory of fo great a Man, they 
fix’d up this.Stone, that thou, O Stranger, might- 
eft know in how poor a Cell the Afhes of fo great 
a General lie neglected, to the Reproach of his 
Heirs. So much cou’d the Admiration of his Vir- 
tues avail with Strangers, more than the neareft 
Ties of Blood cou'd with his own Relations. 


A.D. 193%. BORE 






























































